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STATE MAN 


cee THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 


NEGOTIATIONS, AND 
TRANSACTIONS 


OF THAT GREAT 


MINISTER 


WHILST HE PRESIDED 
OVER THE : 


_AFFAIRS OF PERSIA. 


- - - Behold, ungrate full Men, 

| Behold my Boſom naked to your Swords 
And let the Man thats injur'd ſtrike the Blow - 
Which of you all ſuſpects that is wrong'd 

Or thinks he ſuffers greater Ills than Cato? 
Am I diſtinguish'd from You but by Toils 
Superior Toils, and heavier Wegnt of Cares 
Painful OY eminence! | 
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ning NARZANES, were. 
; mmm xtrafted from the Manu. 
| ſeript of an English Gentleman , who 7 * 
faded ſeveral Years at ISPAHAN; and 


being very intimate with ſome FE. the prin- 
* 3 cipal 


PP SET. 


PREFACE. 
cipal Grandees of the PERSIAN Court, | 


he had an opportunity of diſcovering the | 


moſt remarkable Tranſafions of that Em- 
pire : And as the Author wrote this for 1 
the Information of his Countrymen , he 
thought proper to cloath it in an EURO- 
PEAN Dreſs. 


The Defign © of publiching theſe Papers, : 
is to Shaw that MEN who have made © 
the greateſt Figure in the Adminiſtration 


of STATE affairs, and were favourd 
by thir SOVEREIGN , have ahvays 
been expord to the Malice and Envy of 
ambitious COMPETITORS ; who ha- 
ve conſlantly endeavour'd to promote their 
Downfal , even at the Hazard of invol- 
bing their COUNTRY in Ruin. Such 

were EURTPHAX and his two Aſſo- 


 ciates . | 


PREFACE. 


( dates SALEM and ALHARZAMAN, 

jz whoſe deteflable Arts are related in the fol 

| lowing piece. This TRIUMVIRATE 
, being Men of the moſt corrupt Principles, 
and animated by a refileſs and faftious 
\ SPIRIT, had for many Tears la- 
| bourd at the Deftruition of NARA. 
VES, which at laft provid fatal to 
* themſelves. 


It may perhaps Seem ſtrange to find 


lere ſeveral Particulars relating to the 


 AMOURS of this great STATES. 


MAN, intermix'd with FTA POLITE 
CAL Tranſaftions : But as that Part of 
his Story was previous to his Adminiftra- 


tion; and attended with extraordinary Cir- 


cumſtances, which afterwards were of Ser- 
vice to it; And as the LADY who was 


the 


PREFACE, 


the Objeft of his LOVE paſtrd all the | 
PerſeRtions wich can grace a female Cha- 9 
} 


rafter , and even ſeveral, worthy the grea- 


tet HEROES : it is to be hoyd, tat 
the Tncidents attending it, will be enter® 


taining to the polite Reader, 


Some People will poſſibly imagine, that 


under the CharaRer of NARZAN E S, 


a e MINISTER of theſe Ti- 
mes may be Shadowfd : . But with pelt 
10 this, I all only obſerve, that ar eve. 


ry Man is free to think as he pleaſes; So 


they may draw the Parallel , or male the 
Application „ mM what ever Manner we | 
Shall judge proper. 


NARZA- 


( 
\ 


L 


NARZANES 


STATESMAN, 


2 The kingdom of Perſia had 


þ. FE for many Years invol- 


the Saracens 22 Arabians, 
4 when by the Wise or pru- 
dent Conduct of the Miniſter, vvho vvas 
then at the Helm, the Perſians obtain d an 
| advantageous Peace, and vvere ſoon reſto- 
red to their 1 Grandeur. He vvas 


2 Man of extraordinary Talents, and had 
given many Inſtances of his Ability in the 


adminiſtration of aflairs both at home and 


ö abroad; for vrhich, he juſtly deſerve'd the 


A Favour 
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Favour of his Prince, vvho diſtinguish'd 0 


him vvith peculiar Esteem and Affection. 
This Nobleman had a fon vyhoſe Name 


Vas Narzanes. He vvas in the tvyentieth |; 
Year of his Age, vvhen he made his 
firſt Appearance at Court, vvhere he vvas 


receiv'd vvith the greateſt Marks of Diſtin- 
ction; not only on his Father's Account, 
but for his ovvn perſonal Merit, being a 
Young Gentleman of a graceful Preſence 
with fine natural parts, and Maſter of all 
the aſtern Learning, for which he ſeem'd 
ta have a much Stronger Inclination than 
is generally obſervd in Young Noblemen, 
vvho, for the moſt part, prefer their Plea- 
{ures to the Study of thoſe Sciences vvhich 
in Time vvould redound more to their 
Credit, His good Senſe, genteel Beha- 


viour, Affability and Politeneſs ſoon gain'd 


him the Affection of all vvho convers'd 
vvith him. Yet in the midst of a gallant and 
magnificent Court, he never Shevv'd the 
leaſt Deſire to contract an Intimacy vvith 
any of the Courtiers, vvhoſe Sincerity he ve- 
ry much ſuspected, and there fore judg'd 


them incapable of Friendship. Nor vvas 


he forvvard in recommending himself to 
the Favour of the Fair, who are ever jealous 


of 


1. 


am FA Ao 


; $3 )o( &$ 3 
Yd of the Tribute that is due to their Charms. 
In short as he vvas a Youth of great Saga- 
ne city and Penetration, he ſoon diſcover'd 
ch the Characters of the Courtiers of both 
us Sexes; and vvas there fore reſolved vvithin 
as himself, not to Spent much Time in their 
Converſation. 


n- 
it, 

a It is probable, that at his Years, he 
-C could be no great Politician, he vvas ſome 
Il  vyhat too free in declaring his ſentiments 
d therefore his Father, vvho vievv'd all his 
n Actions vvith a vvatch ful Eye, began ſoon 
„ to read the Diſpolition of his Mind, and 
told him one Day, that he had obſerv'd 
2 his Averſeneſs to the Diverſions of Courts 
T and that he vvas often abſent, vvhen the 
” relt of the Nobility vvere endeavouring to 
rival each other in diſtinguishing them- 
l ſelves by a ſplendid Appearance, and paying 
l an aſſiduous Court to their Prince; that 
he himself being Principal Miniſter of Sta- 
"3 te, his Son had as great a Right as 
any one to make a handſome Figure; 
| that beſides it might in Time be of great 

Advantage to him to be vvell knovvn to 
his Sovereign, vvho made it his conſtant 

; Care to prefer Men of Merit, and revvard 

| A 2 the 


| leaſt Inclination to be a Courtier, he had 


the Pleaſure of Independance, rather than; 


becoming obnoxious to the Malice and 


+ 9 9 &&$ 

the Services of ſuch of his ſubjects as diE 

ſtinguish'd themſelves. 3 
Narzanes, vvithout being in the leaſt * 

affected vvith his Fathers Diſcourſe, told ; k 

him ingenuously, that far from having the > 


8 
F 
4 


ſo great a Dislike to the Character, that 
he chuſe to live a private Life; and enjoy 


be poſſesd of the higheſt Employments } 
in a Court, vyhere he had already diſco- 
ver'd too much Falshood and Diſſimula- 
tion; and that he eſteem'd thoſe Men un- 
happy, vvho, to make themſelves great, 
vvere under the Neceslity, either of being 
ſubſervient to a Sett of deſigning Men, or 


Envy of others, vvho vvould contend 
vvith him for Authority. 
This Ansvver from one of his Years, 


ſurprized his Father, vvho at that Time 


vvas in great Povver, and could ealily raiſe 
his Son s Fortune, vvithout apprehending 
that any vvould preſume to oppoſe him, 


He repreſented to Narzanes the Services 


he had done his King and Country, vvhich 
entitl d him to ask any Favour of his Sove- | 
reign; and told him, that if there vvas any, 
Employ- 


A 
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s di Employment in the Government agrecable 


to him, he himself could place him in it 


leaf vyvithout applying to any other Perſon. 


tod An offer of this Kind, vvould have 
1 0 been a Strong Temptation to any young 


had Nobleman, vyho propos'd to aſcend the 


that 
joy 


nan 
nts 
co- 
la- 


Stage of Life early, and act an eminent 
Part in fo illuſtrious a Court: But all that 
his Father could Say to perſuade him vvas 
ineffectual. He perſiſted in his firſt Reſo- 
lation of making no Steps tovvards his Pre- 
ferment; and the more his Father us'd 
Means to inſpire him vvith Notions of 


Grandeur, the more he declar'd his Relu- 


ance to it; till at laſt declining all Com- 
pany, and chuling a ſolitary Life, he ap- 
ply'd himſelf entirely to the Study of the 


Mathematick and Polite Literature, in 


vrhich he had already made a conſide- 
rable Progreſs. | 5 
This he made his Pretence for not 


attending often at Court; and vvhen he 
did appear there, it vvas vvith ſo great an 
Air of indifference, that every one ob- 
ſerv'd his Behaviour, vvhich ſome aſcrib d 


to Indolence ; vvhile others vvho vver 


Not ſo good-natur'd, imputed it to Pride. 
Ihe King himſelf 


took Notice of it, and 
* 2 vvould 


6 3 0 ( Of 


vvould have divd into the Cauſe , vvhen 1 


the Father of Narzanes, vvho vvas vvell 
acquainted vvith the Genius of the Court, 
thought of an expedient vvhich might in 


time vvear out any ill Impreſſion the Cour- 


tiers had conceiv'd of his Son, and by De- 


grees give anevv Turn to his Sentiments. 
This vvas to fend him a travelling, by 


vyhich Means he vvould acquire a more 
pertect Knovviedge of the World and be 
better qualify'd for vehatever Employment 


Fortune Should deſign him. 

Soon after, his Father took an Oppor- 
tunity of Communicating his Intentions 
to him, vvhich Varzanes receiv d vvith joy; 
and as he vvas independant and unambi- 
tious; being the only Son of a Father vvho- 
ſe Riches vvere immenſe; he propos'd an 


lin 


P 


inexpresſible Satisfaction to himſelf, in 


being ſome Years abſent from a Court, 
for vvhich at that time he could have 
no Relish. 

About this Time a young Nobleman, 
Son to the Treaſurer General of Perſia, 
vvas preparing for his Travels; and hea- 
ring that Narzancs intended to take a Tour 
into Africa, he vvas very deſirous to ac- 
company hum 3 3 vvhich their Fathers ha- 


ving 


ell 


„ 


n 


{ 
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ving agreed to, theſe tyvo young Noble- 


men embrac'd the Opportunity vvith 
' Pleaſure. 


The Treaſurer's Son, vvhoſe Name 


vvas Euryphax , had a moſt ardent Pasſion 


for Almazaida, vvho vvas a celebrated 


Beauty at the Perſian Court, and a Lady 
of an Illuſtrious Familly : But her Father 
not approving of the Match, vvas deter- 


min'd to uſe all poſſible Means to prevent 


it, vrhich created ſome Enmity betvveen 
1 the tvvo Families; and the Treaſurer, being 
but too vvell inform'd of the violent In- 


clinations of his Son, thought that his Ab- 
ſence from Court vvould alſo divert him 
from a Paſſion, vvhich if purſu'd might 


prove fatal to him. 


This Young Noblowin - vvas of a quite 


oppoſite Character to Narzanes ; for tho 
his Perſon vvas beautiful, the Diſpoſition 


of his Mind vvas no Ways anſvverable. 


He vvas ambitious, inſolent, and imperi- 


ous, a great Maſter of Diſſimulation, and 
lov'd his Pleaſure too Much to be Res 


for Busſineſs. He had Courage enough 


to fight vvhen Occaſion offer'd ; but vvas 


not {o great a Slave to Honane « as tO re- 


A 4 frain 
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frain from doing the vvorſt Actions, vvhen P 


they tended to gratify his Pasſions. 


All things being prepar'd for the De- 
parture of the tvvo Noblemen they both 
ſet out from the Court of Perſia vvith a 


Retenue ſuitable to their Quality and For- 


tune; and having travelFd thro' many 
Kingdoms of Aja , they at laſt came into 
Africa, vvhere they took a Vievy of every 
thing that vvas molt remarkable in that 
Part of the World; reſiding ſome time in 
every great City, vvhere they met vvith a 
ſplendid Reception from all the African 
Princes, vvhole Courts they viſited. 


Nerzanes, vvhoſe Deſign in travelling; 
vvas not ſo much to ramble from Court to 
Court, as to improve his Mind in the Stu- 
dy of all curious Knovvledge, reſolv'd to 
fix in ſome Country vvhere he might re- 
fide a fevy Years 3 and having choſen the 
Abijiſiuian Empire for that purpoſe , he 
communicated his Delign to Euryphax, 
vvho not being of a Diſpoſition to conti- 
nue long in any Place, agreed to accom- 
pany him thither, till Variety and his in- 
conſtant Temper might invite him elſe- 
vvhere. 


They 


ce 


ane 
th 


of 
1 


7 
= 
an 
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0 
] 
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They vvere, vvhen this vvas propo- 


ſed, at the Court of Marocco, from vvhen- 
ce they ſet out on this tedious Journey, 
and after having travell'd for ſeveral Weeks 
through the Deſert of Zaara, the Kingdom 
of the A Nubia, and other African Countries, 

they at laſt reach'd E'/iopia , the Domi- 
nions of the famous Emperor of the Abi 

inc. Narzanes & Euryphax had not been 
long arriv'd there, but they made their Ap- 


pearance at Court, vvere they vvere ho- 


nour'd vvithe the ſame obliging reception, 
vvhich they had met vvith at thoſe of the 
other African Princes. The Splendor and 


Magnificence of the Emperors Court, vvas 


for ſome Days the Subject of their Admi- 


ration; and as Foreigners, they vvere con- 


tinually entertain d vvith nevy Diverſions 
according to the Cuſtoms of that Country; 


till Narzanes, beginning to reflect on the 
Time he had ſpent in thoſe Amuſements, 
thought it might be employ'd to better 
Purpoſe; and there fore having reſolv'd to 
apply himſelf ſeriously to ſtudy, he in- 
ſenlibly declin'd ſeeing Company, as vvas 
his Cuſtom at the Court of Perf 1a Hovve- 
ver, as it vvas not equally in his Povver to 
blen himſelf from a Court, vrhere he 

1A 5 a 


ro ws Jo( ot — 
vas treated vvith great Diſtinction; in re- 
turn to their obliging Politeneſs, he vvas £ 
often forc'd, tho* contrary to his inclina- ou 
tions, to partake in their Diverſions. hit 
Euryphax had quite a different Notion Re 
of Life, being a Man, vvho vvould have Fr 
ſacrific'd all Things to his Pleaſures. He cu 
omitted no Opportunity of diſtinguishing b 
_ himſelf in all Companies vvithout Exce- o 
ption; and vvas particularly fond of Such a 
entertainments as vvere intermix*'d vvith h 
looſe and criminal Diverſions, vvhich he 
Vvas very delirous of promoting: In vvhat 1 
Compagny ſoever he vvas admitted, his 
firſt Scheme vvas to form an amorous In- | 
trigue , vvithout vvhich Lite vvas to him | 
a Burden ; ſo that he had but little Time 
left for Converſations of a learned and fe- 
rious Turn. Belides, vvhat vvill yet ap- 
pear more blamable in his Conduct, 1s, 
that vvhen ever he vvas ſucceſsful in his 
voluptuous Adventures he vvould be ſure 
to make the fair Captive the only ſubject 
of his Diſcourſe in all Companies; and 
could not be at reſt, till by his repeated 
Hinds and Intimations he had pointed out 
the unhappy Lady; the vile Effect of his 
intolerable Pride and Vanity. 
| This 


by 
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e- 4 This vicious Diſpoſition of Mind in- 


as volwd him often in troubleſome Broils, 
a- out of vyhich, he could not eaſily extricate 
himſelf, vvithout caſting a Blemish on his 
n Reputation , and frequently dravving his 
e Friends and Acquaintance into many Diffi- 
le culties; for vvhich Reaſon, ſo ſoon as he 
g began to be knovvn in Any Court, he not 
only vvas treated vvith Indifference, but 
2 allo deſpis'd by all Men of Honour; and 
1 be himſelf vvas fo ſenſible of his indiſcrete 
Conduct, that he therefore made but ve- 
try little Stay in any Place. | 
3 Narzanes on the contrary , having di- 
ſtinguish'd himſelf by his inimitable De- 
portment on all Occaſions , vvas highly 
eſteem' d by all that convers'd vvith him; 
even the Emperor's Miniſters, vvho vvere 
Men of the fineſt Underſtanding , did not 
think themſelves above courting his Fri- 
endship; his penetrating Judgment, and 
ſublime Manner of expreſſing himſelf on 
all Subjects vvhere it vvas natural, made 
the vviſeſt Politicians fond of his Company; 
 andas a more particular Inſtance of Diſcre- 
tion vvhich is ſeldom Seen in Perſons of 
his Years; he vvas never knovvn to con- 
tract, unthinkingly, too 2 a Freedom 
Vith 


12 83 0 (8 
vvith any one; a Circumſtance yyhich re- ei 
commended him ſtrongly to the Affection ge 
of t'ie greateſt Men. zh. 
Yet vvith all theſe noble Endovv- 7. 
ments, his Actions vvere generally — po 
vvith a certain Melancholy, vvhich gav br 
bis intimate Friends ſome Uneaſineſs: But r 
as good Manner forbid their enquiring in- n 
to the Cauſe of it, they therefore vvere 
cautious of intruding fo far, as it might 1 
perhaps be diſagreeable to him. He uſed f. 
to retire every Day tor ſome Hours, to ſtu- j 
dy the Languages; and in a Short Time, 4 
he made ſo great an Improvement in them, \, 
that he had the Advantage of converſing 1 
vvith Perſons of all Nations, by vvhich f 
| 


Means he acquired an univerſal Knovvled- 
ge; and it may he Said vvithour Partiality, 
that vvherę ſo many Perfections center'd, 
there wo room to expect, -that his 
Abilities vvould, in a fevy Years , entitle 


him to the higheſt Employments. 


Hovvever, ſo various is the Vicisſitude _ 
of all ſublunary Things, that notvvithſtan- _ i 
ding the prudent Meaſures this young No- C5 
blenan vvas taking to preſerve his Inno- 
cence ;z vve yet shall ſoon ſee him in the 
deepeſt Diſtreſs, and even his Life in Dan- 
ger; 


„ 


ger, before he is rais'd to that exalted Gran- 
deur vvhich Fortune had deſign'd him. All 
the Wisdom and Virtue he polſeſt, could 
hot yet ſecure him from the Charms of 
q povverful Love; a Paſſion inſeparable from 
'© brave Spirits, and vvhich has reduc'd the 
*© greateſt Conquerors to a State of Cap- 
_ tivity. 
8 Narzanes vvho vvas us'd to chuſe the 
moſt ſolitary Places for his Meditations, 
| ſet out one Morning early, in order to Walk 
in the Emperor's Gardens, vvhich vvere 
the fineſt in Africa; and having taken ſe- 
veral Turns in ſome of the remoteſt Al- 
leys, he on a ſudden found himſelf almoſt 
fainting, vvhich he imputed to the exceſ- 
| ſive Heat of the Weather, it being then 
the middle of Summer. This oblig'd him 
to retire to a little Eminence, heightned by 
a moſt plealing Verdure, vvhere he laid 
himſelf dovvn; but inſtead of receiving any 
HBenefit by it, his Spirits fail'd him, and in 
an Inſtant all his Faculties vvere ſuſpended. 
Ihus he continu'd ſome Time, vvhen to 
huis great Surpriſe he found himſelf reco- 
vering from his Svvoon, by the Help of 
an agreable Odour vvhich vvas admini- 
ler d to him and opening his Eyes, he be- 
E held 
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held vvith Admiration, a moſt beautiful 


young Lady near him, vvith ſeveral Wo- 
men, vvho ſeem'd to be her Attendants. 
This unexpected Incident caus'd a Surpri- 
zing Emotion in Narzanes, vvho had hard- 


ly Povver to expreſs his Gratitude for fo 


much Goodneſs. He aroſe from the Pla- 
ce vyhere he lay, and vvith the Eyes fix'd 


on the divine Object, he endeavour'd to 


ſpeak, but his Voice vvas loſt, fo great 


vvas his Diſorder; vvhich the young La- 


dy perceiving she immediately retir'd, be- 
fore he could knovv the Perſon to whom 
he vvas ſo highly indebted. 

Here it vvould be difficult to repreſent 
juſtly the State of a Man, vvho, from a 
perfect Indifterence for the fair Sex, and an 
uncommon application to the moſt ſerious 


Studies, finds his Breaſt glovving vvith a Paſ- 


{ion vvhich muſt neceſlarily diſcompoſe the 
vvhole Frame of his Mind, and create An- 


xieties in him, to vvhich he had, till then, 
been an entire Stranger. This vvas the 
Caſe of Narzanes, vvho vvas novv deſpe- 


rately in Love vvith the unknovyn Lady 


above mention'd, Hereturn'd to his Apart- 
ment penſive, dejected, and full of the 
Object vyhich had made ſo deep an Im- 


preſſion 
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b 
preſſion on his Breaſt, vvhen he apply'd 
to his Books for Relief, but to no Purpoſe: 
he vvas reſtleſs, and could find nothing in 


them to alleviate his Pain. 
He continu'd ſome Time in this An- 


xiety , going daily to that Part of the Em- 


peror's Gardens, vvhere he had firſt be- 
held the beauteous Creature, in Hopes of 
meeting her again, or finding ſome Means 
to diſcover vvho she vvas; but all his en- 
deavours prov'd fruitleſs His Hopes 
vvere novv changed into the blackeſt De- 
ſpair; and his raging Paſſion encreaſing 


every Inſtant , very much heightned the 


Melancholy vvhich vvas natural to him, 
He often call'd Reaſon to his Aid, but the 


Wound vvas too deep, to admit of an im- 


mediate Cure; ſo that he began to think 
that Time and Abſence vvere the only Re- 
medies he could apply to ſo violent a Di- 
ſeaſe, vvhich made him reſolve to leavea 


place vvhere he could no longer enjoy the 
| leaſt Peace of Mind. 


This ſudden Reſolution being knovvn 


at Court, created ſome Surprize in all vvho 


had an Affection for him, and to vvhom 
he had not long before communicated his 
intention of ſtaying in this place ſome 

Years. 
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vvho, in order to divert it, gave him an 
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Years. Amongſt the,reſt, there vvas a. fr 
Perſon of great Credit and Diſtin tion in 
that Empire, to vvhom the Father of Aur- N 
zanes had formerly done conſiderable Ser- N 
vicesz during his Reſidence at the Court of o 
Perſia. This Nobleman being informed n 
that Narzanes propos d to leave Abysinia o 
ſoon, came to pay him a Viſit, and vvas n 
deſirous of knovving the Caule of it: But | 2 
Narzanes could not vvell gratify the Cu- 
rioſity of his Friend, vvithout revealing a 
Secret to him, en he had vovv'd ne- e 
ver to diſcloſe, but to the dear Idol of his 8 
Affections; in Caſe he should be ſo happy, I 
as to be once more bleſt vvith the Sight 
of her. He only told him that ſome Af- 
fairs of Moment call'd him Home; but 
that he vvould not ſet out from Court, till 
he had firſt paid his Acknovvledgmenes to 
the many Noble Perſons, to vvhom he 
vvas ſo greatly indebted for all the Favours 
they had indulg d him ſince his Arri- 7 
val, vvhich he laid yvould take up ſome ©; 
Time. 2 
Narzanes utter'd theſe Words, vvith 
an air of the deepeſt Melancholy, vvhich 
very much affected the Noble Abys/mian, 


Invita- 


7 N F . 
10 92 ) 0 (8 17 


nvitation to ſpend a fevy Days vvith him 
at one of his Country Seats, not many 
- Miles diſtant from Court. This the young 
r- Nobleman vvould have declin'd, but the 
of other inſiſting upon it, Narzanes could 
d not well refuſe ſo obliging an offer, with- 
ia out being guilty of the greateſt Rude- 
as \ meſs „ he therefore at laſt conſented to it, 
It k and the Nobleman agreed to call on him 
the next Morning, in order to carry him 
te the Country. The ſequell of this 

extraordinary Adventure will Manifeſtly 

-Shewthat Narzanes could not fly from his 

Deſtiny. 
t ' Early the next Morning, a Servant was 
- "ſent to acquaint Narzanes, that his Malter 


; aur d, when he faro the e Crea- 
3 ture in his Friends Coach „ Who had 44. 


| 2 in his ſoul ! Words can never paint the 
Disorder he vvas in at this unexpected 
2 Meeting, vvhich vvas too viſible not to be 
pony by the Young Lady, vvho vvas 

B daugh- 
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daughter to this noble Abys/inian. - 5M 1 
for her Father, he had no Room to ſu- 


4 


75 


ſpect any thing of This Kind, not knovving 


that Narzanes had ever den her be- 


fore. 


They travelPd on for ſome Hours, 5 


and about Noon arriv'd at this Noble- 
man's Seat, vvhich for Splendor and Ma- 


onificence vvas ſcarce inferior to any of 
the Emperor's Palaces. It vvas a fate) 
Edifice erected on the Side of a Hill, 
vvhich afforded a moſt delightful Proſpect; | 


05 


and the Beauty and Regularity of its Ar- 


chitecture, shew'd it the Maſter Piece of 
a great Artiſt. The Gardens alſo vvere 
laid out after ſo beautiful a Manner, which 
vvas chiefly ovving to the natural Situation 
of the Ground ; that the yvhole repreſented i 
the Palace of a Sovereign rather than the 
Country Seat of a Subject. 


In this delightful Retirement, Narza- 
nes vvas entertain d after a moſt elegant 7 
Manner by this Abys/inian, who daily in- 


vented ſome new ſcene of Diverſion; | 
and having prevaibd on him to {tay ſome | 
Time there, Narzanes, found 1 _ 
Opportunities of paying his Devotion to 
the beauteous Elphanura , for that was the | 

Name 
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As Name of this excellent Lady, vvho in their 
ſu- Afirſt private Converſation, mention'd, with 
ing an Air of the ſweeteſt Innocence, forme. 
de- thing relating to vvhat had paſſed in the 

-— Emperor's Gardens; but at the ſame Ti- 
rS,- me gave him to underſtand , that vvhat 
le she had then done, vvas meerly out of 
la- Compaſſion to a Stranger, vvho ſeem'd 


2 
11 
55 


of to be ſuddenly taken ill, and had no Per- 


ly ſon near at hand, to give him any Afli- 
II, ſtance, but that after she had left him, 
to she never expected to ſee him more. 
- Amongſt other Particulars the told him, 
of that having lately loſt her Mother, vyho- 
re ſe Memory vvould ever be dear to her; 
h she therefore had not appear'd at Court 
MN ſince her Death; but choſe to lead a re- 
d tird Life „in order to indulge her Me- 
Ie  lancholy; that she had one only Brother 
© vvhom she lov'd intirely, and that he was 
then on his Travels in Foreign Countries, 
at from vvhence she vvaited his Return with 
the utmoſt Impatience. 

5 8 It vyere needleſs to mention here the 

Transports of Joy, vvhich poſſeſs'd the 
It vvhole Soul of Narzanes during his Stay 


o in the Country: We may naturally ſup- 


© 5 oe, that he thought himſelf — 
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tely bleſt, in thus enjoying the Company 4 
of a virtuous and lovely Lady, vvho had p 
inflam'd his Breaſt vvith a moſt violent 
Paſſion, So far as Modeſty vvould ad- 
mit, he vvas flatter'd vvith the Hopes 
of recommending himſelf to her Favour; 


vvhich ſoon made him determine not to 


purſue the Reſolution he had ſome Ti- . 
me before taken of leaving Abys/mia, 


But Mankind are too apt to perſuade | 
themſelves, that vvhat ever Deſign they 
are ſtrongly bent upon, mult of Courſe 
meet vvith ſucceſs, vvhen once they ſet | 
about it. 

 Narzanes vvas indeed a Gentleman | 
of excellent Talents, as vvas before ob- 


oa r po 


ſerv'd: and fo handfome „ that fevy La- 


dies could receive his Addreſſes vvith In- 


differences : But being not fo vvell vers'd 


in the Myſteries of Love as in the Scien- 
ces, he therefore could have but a ve- 
ry imperfect Idea of the Nature of that 
Paſſion 3. and thought that if he could 


but once make his Addreſſes agreeable 


to Eiphamira , nothing more vvould be 
vvanting to complete his Felicity. He 
did not conſider the oppolite Intereſts of 


the Perfian and dy inian Nations, vvho 
vvere 
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ny vvere ſome times Friends but oftner En- | 
ad nemies! and hovy jealous both vvere of þ 
ent marrying vvith Foreigners, vvhichby | 
d- their Laws vvas a great Crime in Noble- [ 
des men, unleſs they firſt obtain'd the Con- 0 
r; ſent and Approbation of their Prince. 9 
to Theſe, vvith many other Things of the 9 
i- Nature, had eſcaped his Obſervation, at i 
a, a Time vvhen his Thoughts vvere con- i 
de fin'd vvholly to the Object of his Love; þ 


ey and the more he indulg'd his Paſſion, 
ſe the leſs he vvas capable of purſuing his 
et firſt glorious Deſign. 

s They had now ſpent a few Days in 
the Country, vyhen ſome affairs of Mo- 
ment called Elphanira's Father back to 
Court, and as he vvas exceedingly de- 
- lighted vvith Narzanes Converſation, he 9 
d told him at his Return thither, that he 
Hhop'd he vvanted no further Invitation to 
his Houſe; that fo long as he continu'd 
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t in Abysſmia he inſiſted obligingly on the 
1 Favour of his Company, ſo often as his 
> | Leiſure vvould permit; and heightned 
> © the vvhole vvith many other polite Ex- 
preſſions, vyhich vvere no Ways dilagree- 
able to Narzanes, vvhoſe Hopes in- 


: 1 creas d daily vvith his Paſſion. Let all 
= B 3 this 


this vvhile his Diſcretion vvould not per- 
1 mit him to make any rash Overtures; 
| for as he had often found Opportunities 
ö 
ö 
| 


of converling in private vvith the beau- 
teous Elphanira , he had obſerved , that 
vyhen ever he introduced any Thing re- 
lating to Love, she aſſum'd an Air of 
Severity, vvhich ſoon oblig'd him to 
change the Subject. Hovvever, he viſi- 
ted her Father conſtantly, vvho alvvays 
receiv'd him not only after a Friendly 
Manner, but even treated him like a Son, 
vvhich often procur'd him the Satisfa- 
ction of ſeeing Elphamira vvhen, other 
Viſiters vvere refus'd Admittance. 
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In the mean Time Euryphax vvas en- 
tertain'd vvith nevy Adventures of every 
Kind. He had novy got acquainted with 
molt of the Young Nobleman at the Em- 
peror's Court, and had contracted an In- 
timacy vvith ſuch as he fancy'd to be of 
the ſame Turn of Mind vvith himſelf ; 
by vvhich Means he vvas daily intro- 
duc'd into Parties of Pleaſure , and en- 
joy d all the Variety he could vvish for: 
But as he put no Manner of reſtraint to 
his looſe Appetites , he vvas ſoon forſa- 

ken 
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ken by his deareſt Companions 3 vvho, 
tho' they vvere Men of like Paſſions 
vvith himſelf, had yet the Caution not 
to engage too far in his riotous Procee- 
dings, for Fear of incurring the Empe- 
© ror's Diſpleaſure, in caſe it Should come 
to his Ear; or loſe the favour of their. 
Relations at Court, on vvhole Intereſt 


they depended vvholly for Preferment. 


Tvvould have been happy for War- 


Lanes, had he never knovun Furyphax, 
or at leaſt that they had not ſet out to- 


gether from the Perſian Court, for tho? 


he vvould never conſent to join vvith 


him in his diſſolute Parties of Pleaſure, 
he yet could not avoid ſeeing him almoſt 


70 every Day, During his Stay in Abyſſinia, 


they living in the ſame Houſe, and de- 
fraying their travelling Expences in com- 


mon. his created a ſtill greater Fami- 
© larity betvveen them, vvhich often gave 
Marzganeg an Opportunity of adviſing his 


Friends, and reproving him for the dis- 
orderly Life he led, vvhich vvas novv be- 
come ſo ſcandalous, that no Man of Ho- 


nour vvould keep hun Company. Re- 


i 5 
1 
IF * 


monſtrances of this Kind, from one vvho 


vvas not much older than Euryphax, vvere 
B + very 
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very grating to a Man of his imperious. 
Temper, vvhich undoubtedly he vvould 7 
have reſented, had he not been afraid 
that a Difference between him and Nar- © 
zanes, vyhilſt they vvere at the Abyſſi⸗ 
nian Court, vvould turn to his ovyn Pre- 
judice. Hovvever , *tvvill ſoon appear, 
of vvhat fatal Conſequence it is to be ac 
quainted vvith Men of baſe Principles, 
lince they ſeldom fail of involving their 
Friends in the Evils, vvaich they them 


ſeives promote. But let us novy return to 
the charming Elphamira. 

This Young Lady vvas diſtinguished 
from the reſt of her {ex , for ſome Supe- 
rior Excellencies vvhich are not alvvays 
rank'd among the Female Virtues. Her 
Perſon indeed vvas adorn'd vvith all the 
Charms vvhich a Woman could boalt ; 
but the Beauties of her Mind, to vvhich 
a Pre-Eminence ought alvvays to be allo- 
vved, vvere ſuch as attracted the higheſt 
Admiration. Her Magnanimity, Genero- 
ſity and Compaſſion, and a large Share 
of Prudence and Diſcretion made the 
leaſt Part of her Endovvments; ſo that 
from vvhat vvas before obſerv'd, vve 
may eaſily conclude, that She vvas not 
3 ; tO 
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15. to be amuſed vvith the fond Prattle, 
Zvvhich young Yotaries generally employ 
vvhen they addreſs the Fair. Her Time 
vvas ſpent in Converſations of a more 
ſublime Nature, vvhich often check'd the 
e- Transports of the paſſionate Narzanes - 
r, And as he himſelf plainly diſcover'd her 
—ſentiments by her Behaviour tovvards 
„ him; he uſed the utmoſt Circumſpe- 
r | tion, leſt, by any vvrong Step, he might 
happen to incur her Diſpleaſure. 


1 One Evening, as Narzanes and Elpha- 
{ | mira vvere vvalking in a ſolitary Part of 
her Father's Gardens they heard a prodi- 
gious Roaring 3 and ſoon after perceiv'd, 

© to their great Surprize , a Leopard that 
| © had broke looſe from his Den, and vvas 


we 
= OI Bb ut 
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engag'd vvith a young Tyger, vrhich 


being no longer able to make any Reſi- 
1 ſtance, vvas forc'd to yield to the Con- 
gqueror. But how much greater vvas 
their Aſtonishment, vvhen they ſavy the 
Leopard leave his Prey, and make up to- 
vvards the Place vyhere they ſtood, vvi- 
fthout any Poſſibility of their lying the 
5 Dans ger. 


B 5 | Narza- 
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Narzanes; vvho, till then, had never 
met vvith the like occaſion of putting 
his Valour to the Tryal, but had alvvays 
diſcover'd a Greatneſs of Soul in every 
Action, reſolv'd at once to encounter 
this fierce Animal, vvhen addreſſing him- 
ſelf to Elylamira, he beg'd her to retire, 
and make the beſt of her Way tovvards 
her Father's Houſe, during vvhich he 
vvould keep the Leopard in Play: But 
this Excellent Woman , vvho did not ex- 
preſs the leaſt Fear for her ovvn Sake, 
could not be prevail'd upon to leave him 
expoſed alone to the Fury of a fierce 
Beaſt, vvho vvas novv at Hand, and ma- 
de a Motion as tho' he intended, to at- 
tack her firſt: Where upon Margumes run 

at him vvith his dravvyn Sabre, and ſtruck 
it into his Jaws; but the Leopard ſtrug- 
gling furiously, broke the Weapon, and 
having deſengag'd himſelf, made a ſe- 
cond Attempt upon Elphanira, vvhich 
Narzanes likevviſe oppos'd vvith vvonder- 
ful Activity and Courage; and making uſe 
of the remaining Part of his Sabre, he 
rush'd in upon the Leopard, and shea- 
thing it, in his ſtomach, kept him dovvn; 


til by ood Fortune , ſome of the Kee- 
pers 
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pers being alarm'd at the hideous Roa- 
ring of this Animal, came to MWarzanes 
Aſſiſtance; and thus put an End to the 
Fight, by the Death of the Leopard, Mar- 
2anes having receiv'd but a very shligt 
Wound in one of his Hands. 

This Adventure, may, in the Opi— 
nion of ſome People, ſcem in a Roman- 
tic Strain; and indeed there vvould be 
Reaſon enough for it, vvere it not that 
both the Abaticks und Africans are daily 
expoſed to Danger of this Kind and are 
very dexterous in combating fierce Ani- 
mals. Hovvever the Intrepidity of MNar- 
$anes on this Occaſion, recommended him 


highly, not only tho Z/phamira's Favour, 


vvho vvas unter the greater Dread upon 
his Account; but alſo acquired him the 


Reputation of a brave or gallant Man, 


amongſt thoſe of the firſt Rank, both ar 
Court and in the Emperor's Army. 
Euryphax vvas the only Perſon that 


could not relich the mighty Applaules 


vvhich vvere beſtovv'd univerſally on his 
Friend: And as he himſelf vvas novv be- 
come odious , and ſcarcely taken Notice 
of at the Abys/inian Court; vvhilſt Narza- 


nes vvas treated by all vvith the greatelt 


Marks 
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Marks of Diſtinction, it created ſo much 
invidious Rancour in him, that he reſolved 
on ſome deſperate Attempt, by vvhich he 
might retrieve his ovvn vile Character, 
or blaſt the unſpotted Reputation of his 
Friend. | 
his ungenerous Reſolution , vvould 
in all Appearance, prove fatal to one of 
them: But as Kuryphax vvas deeply skil- 
led in the Arts of Diſſimulation, he acted 
the Politician vvith Narzanes, and carried 
himſelf as fair as uſual, till an Oppurtu- 
nity might offer to put his Delign in Exe- 
cution, 
Ihe Father of Eſphamira, on the other 
Hand, vvho juſtly thought he ovved his 
Daughter s Lite to Narzanes , exprels'd all 
the Gratitude imaginable for it; and ma- 
de it his chief Study hovy to return ſo 
ſignal a Service. But the Favour of E/ 
phamira , vvhich vvas the fartheſt from 
her Father's Thoughts, vvas the only Re- 
vvard Narzanes deſir d. And as this Ad- 
venture had created a more intimate Fa- 
miliarity betvveen the Young Lady and 
him, he look d upon this as a favourable 
Juncture for the diſcloſing of his Senti- 
ments. And accordingly, in their next 


pri- 
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private Converſation he breath'd his Paſ- 


ſion; and addreſſed her in ſo ſoft, ſo ten- 
der a Manner, that Notvvithſtanding her 
great Preſence of Mind, she at firſt could 
not help shevving ſome Diſorder; vvhich 
he readily interpreted in his ovvn Fa- 
vour. But he vvas too ſoon convin- 
ced of his Error; for, recovering from 
her firſt Surprize , and aſſuming an awful 
and Severe Countenance, she told him 


that she vvas infinitely indebted to him 


for the Service he had done her and 
thought that her Friendship and Eſteem, 
Shew'd the deep Senſe She had of her 
Obligations to him; but that in caſe he 


requir'd any Thing more, She should be 


under Neceflity of never admitting him 
into her Company. Here MNarzanes 
vvould fain have repeated his Vovvs, and 
pleaded in behalf of his Paſſion 3 but El- 
phamira reſolving not to hear him, roſe 
up inſtantly and retired into another Apart- 
ment, leaving her diſconſolate Lover to 
bemoan his unhappy Fate. 

When Narzanes, vvho had alvvays drea- 
ded the Conſequence of ſuch a Declara- 
tion, began to conſider the Overture he 
had a 3 he accus d himſelf of the 
high- 
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higheſt Indiſcretion, and vvas determin'd 
to reſtore himſelf to Eſphamira's Favour 
at any Rate should he even be forced to 
ſtifle a Paſſion vvhich had already depriv'd 
him of his Peace. But inſtead of giving 
him An Opportunity of juſtifying his Con- 
duct; She ever after endeavour'd to Shun 
him; and vvould not admit him into her 

Company, unleſs her Father or ſome other 
Perſon vvere Preſent, vvhich vvas a cruel 
Reſtraint to a Man vvho had fo long en- 
joy'd the Converſation of ſo amiable 
and virtuous a Lady, in vvhom he had 
Daily diſcover'd ſome nevv Perfection, 
vvhich only made the Flame rage vvith 
greater Violence: But as She made it her 
chief Care to avoid Secing him in Priva- 

te, many Days paſs'd before he could ta- 
ke any ſteps tovvards a Reconciliation. 


About this Time, it happen'd that 
Elphamira's Father vvas oblig'd to go in- 
to the Country; and as it vvas not con- 
venient to take his Daughter vvith him, 
She ſtay d in Tovyn , in order to receive 
her Brother, vvho vvas hourly expected 
at the Court of Abys/inia. Narzanes, vvho 
hitherto. had been allovv'd the Privilege 


of 
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of viſiting Elyliamira vvas exceedingly plea- 


ſed to reflect, that he should novv, as 
her Fati:er vvould be abſent, find ſome 
Opportunity of making his Peace; and 


therefore, vvent as uſual to pay his re- 


{pects, but vvas not admitted, upon Pre- 
| tence of her being indiſpoſed. He repea- 
ted his Viſits, and for a long Time met 
vvith the fame indifferent Reception, 


vvhich filld him vvith the deepeſt An- 


guish, till at laſt, being reſolv'd to ſee 
her, he one day ſend a Meſlage , that 
he had ſome Affairs of the higheſt Im- 


portance to communicate to her, and 


therefore beg'd to be heard Elphanira 
might eaſily Gueſs the Cauſe of his Im- 


portunity; and as she had obſery'd for 


ſome Time that he abandonn'd himſelf 


a Prey to the blackeſt Melancholy, she 


thought it vvould be but prudent and 
generous to inform him of her Senti- 
ments; And to this End she condeſcen- 
ded to ſee him, vvith a Reſolution to ba- 
nish him her Preſence for ever. At his 
firſt Approach he fell at her feet, and 


ſaid all that Love, heightned by Reſpect 


could ſuggeſt , in order to obtain her 


Pardon for his rash Attempt; and at the 


ſame 
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Gme Time diſcover'd ſv much Deſpair 
in his Countenance and his Geſtures, as 
vvould have melted the moſt obdurate 
Heart. 


Novv, vvhether Elphamira vvas affe- 
Red vvith the Condition Narzanes vvas in, 
or dreaded the Conſequence of ſo vio- 
lent a Paſſion, I shall not pretend to de- 
termine: But vvith a graceful Air she bid 
him riſe up, vvhen she said that she had on- 
ce more admitted him into her Preſence, in 
order to declare her Intentions, vvith 
vvhich She hop'd he vvoul acquieſce, as 
being the greateſt favour she could poſ- 
ſibly indulge him. juſt as she had ended 
theſe vvords, a Meſſenger brought vvord 
that her Brother vvas arriv d, upon vvhich 
addreſſing herſelf to Narzanes „ che told 
him, that in Conſideration of ſo agree- 


able a Piece of Nevvs she vvould 2 


give him vvhat vvas paſt, but upon Con- 
dition that he vvould never be ſo indiſ- 
creet for the future. 


Theſe Words gave nevy Life to Mar- 
zanes, vvho vvas enraptur'd at the plea- 
ling Thoughts of being reſtor'd to Elpha- 
mira Favour and vvas juſt going to thank 
8 her 
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her for ſo ſingular an Inſtance of her Good- 


nels, vyhen a ſecond Meſſage vvas brought, 


by vviiich she vvas inform'd that her Bro- 
ther vvas in her Father's Apartment, and 
was coming to ſalute her. Eſphamira, 
vvho vvas very impatient to ſee her Bro- 
ther after ſo long an Abſence, and thought 
it vvould not be proper for Narzanes to 
be ſeen vvith her? at that Juncture, deſir'd 
him to vvithdravv; nor indeed vvas he 
himſelf deſirous of being then introduc'd 
to a Stranger , vvho very poſſibly might 
perceive the Diſorder he vvas in, and form 
ſuch Suſpicions as vvould create ſome 
Uneaſineſs betvveen the Brother and Si- 
ſter; and there fore he took an Opportu- 


nity of retiring, eee by Elphanura's | 


Brother. 


But that very Evening, a fatal Acci- 
dent happen'd, vvhich deſtroy'd all Nar- 
zanes's Hopes, and threw the whole 
Court into the utmoſt Confuſion. He 
had not been long in his own Apartment 
vvhere he propos d to be alone for the 
reſt of the Evening, vvhen Euryphax ca- 
me to interrupt his ſolitary Meditations 3 
and after a feyy Words had paſt betyveen 
them, he began to banter him upon his 

pay retir'd 
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retir'd Way of living, and in ſo ill natur d 


a Manner, as tho' he really intended to 


provoke him to quarrel, Narzanes kno- 


vving that Euryphax vvas very much given 
to Raillery, and often Spoke vvithout thin- 


king, took but little Notice of vvhat he 


ſaid; but at the ſame Time, vvould habe 
been very glad to get rid of his Company. 
Hovvever Euryphax not being inclin'd to 
leave him, preſt him earneltly to take a 
Walk in the Emperor's Gardens, vvhich 
Narzanes vvas very unvvilling to do; and 
vvould have excusd himſelf, had not the 
other been vaſtly urgent, fo that at laſt 
he choſe to comply vvith his Requeſt, ra- 
ther than be troubled vvith his Imper- 
tinence. 

The Evening vvas ſome vvhat gloo- 
my at their Setting out, and they had not 


taken many Turns in the Gardens , vvhen 
Night Seem'd to come on apace, vvhich _ 


occalion*d moſt of the Company to retire. 
Narzanes and Euryphax had ſtruck doyvn 
a long and narrow Walk, vvhen they heard 
ſome People talking and coming up to- 
vvard them. Euryphax by the Sound of 


the Voice immediately took it to be a 


Perſon vyho had inſulted him ſome Nights 
betore 
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before, but had been prevented fighting 
him by the reſt of the Company, ſo re- 
ſolv'd not to loſe this Opportunity of being 
reveng'd. By this Time they perceiv'd 
two Menat a little Diſtance from them; 
upon vvhich Euryphax made a Stand, and 
firſt addreſs'd one of the Gentlemen in 
the inſulting. Tone vvhich vvas Natu- 
ral to him, who having no Knovvledge 
of him, told him he certainly vvas miſta- 
ken in the Perſon , but that he vvas not 
afraid of any Man living. This abrupt, 
tho? jus Anſwer, made Euryplax perſiſt in 
his Error; vvhen vvithout any further ex- 
planation, they both drevv, and made ſe- 
veral vigorous Attacks at each other, till 
at laſt Euryphax gave him a mortal Wound, 
vvhich fell'd him dead on the Place. 

In the mean Time, the other un- 
knovyn Perſon ſeeing his Friend extended 
on the Ground, came up to Narzanes with 
his drawn Sabre, and vow'd he vvould 
revenge the Death of his Friend upon him, 
Euryphax having made off. But Narzanes 
looking upon this as a very unvvarrantable 
Quarrel , vvould vvillingly have declin'd 
engaging 1n it, had not the other upprai- 

ded him vvith Covvardice, vrhich ob- 
83 2 lig'd 
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lig'd him to dravv; and thus he fought 


for ſome Time in his ovvn Defence, ha- 
ving no Deſign to vvound his Antagoniſt, 
vvho thinking he had the Advantage of 
Nerzanecs, clos'd in vvith him, in order to 
diſarm him; but miſſing his Aim, he run 
directly upon the point of his Sabre, by 
vvhich he receiv'd a Wound that laid him 
at Mur gane Feet. 

The Company vvere not yet all re- 


tir d but of the Emperor's Gardens, ſo 


that ſome People vvho vvere in the ad- 
jacent Walks, being alarm d at the clas- 
hing of Svvords, ran to this fatal Alley, 
vyhere they found tvvo Gentlemen vvelt- 
ring in their Gore, and Marganes ſtanding 
by them; vvhich raiſed ſuch a Scene of 


Horror in the Minds of the Spectators, 


that they knevy not vvhat to think. But 
ſeeing Narzanes vvith his dravvn Sabre in 
his Hand, they immediately ſecurd him, 
and carried him before a Magiſtrate 


vyhilſt, by the Light of the Torches 


they ſoon diſcover'd vvho the other tvvo 


unfortunate Gentlemen vvere; the one 


being Son to the chief General of the Em- 


 perors Forces, and the other, Brother to 


Eiphamira. The former vvasalready dead; 
but 
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but the latter having ſome Signs of Lite 
remaining, vvas carried tho his Father's 
Houle, vvhere it vvas not expected that he 


could live an Hour. 


This ſad Cataſtrophe made a great 
Noiſe in the Emperor's Court; and as the- 
re vvere no Witneſſes to be examin'd, it 
vvas univerſally ſuppos'd that Narzanes 
vvas guilty of the Murder; and finally 
reſolv d that he should be proſecuted with 
the utmoſt Severity, By his Examination, 
and the Account he gave of the vvhole 
Affair, it manifeſtly appear d that Enry- 
phax hed been the chief Promoter of 
this unlucky Quarrel, and therefore an 
order vvas immediately iſſu'd out for the 
apprehending of him living or dead, but 


he vvas out of their reach; for being con- 


ſcious of his oyyn Guilt and dreading the 


Conſequences of ſo barbarous an Action, 


he had abandon'd his Friend, and made 
off that very Night; purſuing his journey 
vvith the utmoſt Speed, till he had got 
out of the Emperor's Dominions. 


Narzanes vvas nov confin'd under a 


ſtrong Guard, and being inform'd vvho 
the unhappy Gentlemen vvere, vvho vvere 


3 ſaid; 
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ſaid to have loſt their Lives in this un- 
fortunate Rencounter , he abandon'd him- 
ſelf intirely to Deſpair 3 not ſo much for 
his ovvn ſake, as for that of his dear 
Elphamira, vvho as he ſuppos'd had loſt 
her darling Brother, for it vvas reported 
that he vvas dead: And vvhen he came 
to reflect that his Sabre had, tho' inno- 
cently been the fatal Weapon vvhich had 
robb'd him of his Life, his only Deſire 
vvas to die. But it may not be improper 
to mention here vyhat paſt betyvveen E. 

phamira and her Brother before he brea- 
th'd his Jaſt. 
The Night he vvas brought home, 
the great Quantity of Blood he had loſt 
depriv'd him of his Speech, and he con- 
tinu'd in fainting Fits till the next Mor- 
ning, vyhen his Spirits began to revive, 
and recovering his Voice a little, he had 
juſt Life enongh to give Elphamira a short 
Account of vvhat had paſs'd the Night be- 
fore; and he told her vvithal, that he 
could not in any Manner lay his Death to 
the Perſon vvith vvhom he had fonght ; 
for that he himſelf had been the Aggreſ- 
ſor, and had haſtned his unhappy End, 
by making to rash an Attempt to diſarm 
him: 
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him: That he vvas fatisfy'd the Wound 


he had receiv'd vvas not given Willfully, 
and there fore deſir'd as he had not many 
hours to live, that she vvould declare his 
dying Words to the World; in order that 
a {top might be put to Narzanes's Proſe- 
cution, vvhoſe Innocence he faid, he 
thought himſelf in Honour oblig'd to de- 


fend, Here his Speech faild him, and 


ſoon after he dy'd in Elphamira's Arms, 
vvhole Grief on this Occaſion vvas inex- 
preſſible. 

By this time, the News of this Young 
Nobleman's ſad Fate had reach'd his Fa- 
ther's Ears, vvho immediately return'd 
from the Country, but did not come ti- 
me enough to find his Son a life; and 

vyhen he vvas inform'd of the vyvhole 
Affair, no Diſtraction of Mind could be 
equal to his, The Death of ſo amiable a 
Son, vvho vvas dear to him as Life it 
ſelf, and the Preſence of a Daughter in 


the deepeſt Affliction for the Loſs of her 


Brother, vvere daily preſent to his Imagi- 
nation; vyhilit on the other Hand, he 
could not but look vvith Compaſſion on the 


diſtreſt State of Narzanes, vvhoſe invo- 


luntary Crime, nov expos'd him to the 
G4 Severeſt 
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Severeſt Punishment; For tho Elphamira's 
Father had no Intention to concern him- 
ſelf in his Proſecution, he knevy very 
vvell , that the chief General, vvhoſe fon 
had been kill'd by Euryphax had taken 
the Affair in Hand; and being a Man of 
a fiery Temper, and of abſolute Powerz 
vvas reſolvd to make an Example of the 
one, Since the other had made his Eſca- 
pe, and could not be brought to Ju- 
ſtice. 

Every one almoſt, vvho had been ac- 
quainted vvith Nerzanes, Shevv'd a real 
Concern for his Misfortune, and employ'd 
all their Intereſt to ſave him; but as he 
vvas to be try'd by the Emperor's Coun- 
cil , vvho vvere all influenc'd by the chief 
General, there vvas little Hopes of his be- 
ing clear d. The Emperor had been ap- 
ply d to by ſeveral Perſon of Diſtinction in 
Narzaness Behalf, and even by Elphami- 
ra's Father, vvho found his Sovereign in- 
clin d to Shew Mercy; tho' he never 
vvould determine any Affair of Conſequen- 
ce vvithout adviſing vvith the chief Ge- 
neral, in whom he confided ſolely, and 
vrhoſe Voice always govern'd the reſt. 


Matters 
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Matters ſtanding thus, Narzanet' Ca- 

ſe vvas thought deſperate, and indeed, he 
himſelf vvas no ways ſollicitous about ſa- 
ving his Life, for vvhen his Trial came 
on, he appear'd vvith the greateſt uncon- 
cern imaginable : and inſtead of pleading 
for himself, and extunuating his ſuppos'd 


Guilt , he neglected his ovvn Cauſe, to 
lament the deplorable Death of the tvvo 


young Noblemen; and expreſsd himſelf 
in ſo tender, ſo pathetic a Manner on this 
Occalion , that he moy'd the vvhole Au- 
dience to Pity, mixd vvith Aſtonishment, 
vvho could not but admire his Greatneſs 
of Soul; ſo that even the Emperor's Coun- 
ci] vvere inclin'd to fave him. But the 
incens'd Genera! perceiving the Diſpoſition 
they vverc in to favour him, made a ſe- 
vere ſpeech, in vvhich he heightned the 


vvhole vvith the moſt aggravating Cir- 
cumſtances and vvithal repreſented to 
them, how dangerous it might prove, even 


to the Emperor's Perſon in caſe a Murder 
of this Nature vvere to go unpunish'd in 
a Foreigner, vvho had preſum'd to draw 


his Sabre in the Verge of his Imperial Pa- 


lace: a Crime that ſingly vvas made Death 
by the Laws of their Nation. Theſe vvith 
Co many 
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many other Arguments to the ſame Pur- 
poſe, gave a ſudden Turn to Narzaness 
Cauſe, vvho after a Short Deliberation 
vvas condemn'd by a majority of the Coun- 
cil to loſe his Head, and accordingly a 
Day vvas fix d for his Execution, 

But Virtue often proves a Powerful 

Advocate to the unjuſtly wretched. The 
generous E/phamira could not think of 
| Narzanes's Doom vvithout being grivous- 
ly affected: she ſaw no Proſpect of ſaving 
his Life by any Intereſt that could be ma- 
de at Court; and as she vvas convinced of 
his Innocence, she thought it vvould be 
cruel to let him ſuffer Death in caſe there 
vvas any Poſſibility of ſaving him. She 
therefore thought how she might aſſiſt 
him in making his Eſcape : But this she 
found vvould be very difficult, becauſe of 
the Impoſſibility of bribing his Guards, 
it being as much as their Lives vvere 
vvorth. 

Nevertheleſs after having vvell vveigli d 
the Affair she call'd to Mind that a young 
Gentlevvoman, vvho vvas one of her mea- 
neſt Attendants, vvas about the ſize of 
Narzanes, and not very unlike him in Fea- 


tures. To this Perſon she diſclos'd her 
| Inten- 
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Intention, and told her, that in caſe she 
vvould conſent to go vvith her to the Place 
vvhere Narzanes vvas confin'd, and chan- 
ge Cloaths vvith him, he might make his 
Eſcape in this Diſguiſe; vvhich the other, 
in order to oblige her Lady, vvho had 
{avd her Father's Life and to vvhom she 
vvas entirely devoted immediately agreed 
to. Upon this, Elphamira, attended by 
the young Woman, came to the Caſtle 
vvhere he vvas cloſe Priſoner; and being 
admitted to his Chamber, she addreſſed 
him as follovvs. „Think not Narzanexs, 
ythat I am come hither to upraid you, or 
„charge you vvith the Death of my unfor- 
,zfunate Brother; ſo far from it, that Il am 
»latisfied you are innocent; and therefore 
„in obedience to his dying Words, have 
„endeavour'd to juſtify your fatal, tho 
„Innocent action. But Alas! All my ef- 
„forts have prov'd fruitleſs; the Enpe- 
»ror's Council is fvvayed by the Authori- 
ty of the Chief General, vvho is of a moſt 
,»cruel Nature and abſolutely bent to re- 


„venge the Death of his Son upon ſome 


„body: Novv as Euryphax has made his 
yeſcape, the Punishment of his Guilt 
»vvould inevitably. fall upon you only. 
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„To morrovv, Says she, is appointed for 
that Purpoſe; You ſee the Time is short, 
„and the only Expedient, is for you to 
„dreſs your ſelf immediately in Woman's 
„Apparel and follovy me. I have novv 
brought a Perſon vvith me vvhoſe Cloaths 
„you shall take; I having prevail'd vvith 
»yher tho ſtay in your Rom. 

Narzanes vvhoſe Amazement vvas be- 
yond Expreſſion, could Scarce belief his 
oyyn Eyes; his Thoughts vvere too con- 
fus'd to make a ſuitable Anſvver to fo 
much Generoſity: But after a Moment's 
Silence, he flung himſelf at Elphamira's 
Feet, and told her, that ſince vvhat he had 
done, had put her to ſo much Anguish, 
he did not deſire to live; that he vvas ſu- 
re his Crime, hovv innocent ſoever it 
might be, mult have render'd him odious 
to her; that nothing leſs than Death could 
attone for the Loſs of a Brother , vvho 
had been ſo dear to her; and therefore, 
he vvas ready to ſubmit to vvhatever 
the Council should think fit to inflict. 

Here the Fears ſtole dovvn Elphami« 
ra's Cheeks ; vvhen her tender Sorrovy 
Yielding to her generous Compaſſion, 
she interrupted him vvith theſe Words. 
91am. 
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yl am perſuaded Narzanes, that the ſad Sce- 
„ne in vvhich you vvas ſo unhappily en- 
„gag d, mult have fill'd your Soul vvith 
the molt gloomy Ideas: But alas! no At- 
„tonement can ever call back the Dead to 
„Life. As I alvvays took you for a Man 
„of Honour, and vvas inform'd by my 
„Brother in his expiring Moments, hovv 
„handſome you behav'd on that fatal Oc- 
„5caſion, I have not the leaſt Room to 
yſuſpect your Innocence; nor am I inſen- 
„lible of the Paſſion you had for me, 
yeven from the Beginning of our Acquain- 
yytance: But at it vvas not in my Povver 
„to gratity it, I endeavour'd to procure 
you a Remedy to Your Diſtemper befo- 
„re it grew too Violent; all vvhich you 
»yourlelf muſt undoubtedly have diſco- 
yver'd by my Behaviour: And the dan- 
yygerous Step I nov take is a convincing 
„ {eſtimony of the real Eſteem I have for 
you : There fore loſe no Time: Let uſ- 
yretire inſtantly from this diſmal Manſion; 
„and as a ſtronger Proof of the Value 


„I have for you, the Moment I receive 


„the Nevvs of your being in a Place of 
„Safety, Tl ſet out after you, and unite 
»my Deſtiny vvith Yours. 
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Such kind and unexpected Expreſſions 
gave new Life to Narzanes, vvho thought 
the beſt Return he could then make to ſo 
generous an offer vvas immediately to 
obey her Commands; upon vvhich he 
huddled on his Diſguiſe, and vvent out 
of Priſon undiſcover'd vvith Elphamira. 
This generous Lady had alſo taken Care 
to Supply him vvith every Thing neceſ- 
fary for his Journey; and thus he ſet ont, 
attended only by a Servant vvhom Elpha- 
mira had appointed to be ready for that 
Purpoſe ; and having rode vvith prodi- 
g10us Speed the remaining Part of that Day 
and all the Night follovving, they arriv'd 
at Mombaza, a Sea Port Tovvn out of the 

Dominions of the Emperor of Abysfini, 

andthe Place vhere Elphamira had promis'd 
to meet him. 

During this Interval great Preparations 
vvere making at Court for Narzanes Exe- 
cution, vvhich by the General's Order, vvas 
to have been perform'd in a public and 
moſt Solemn Manner, There vvas a large 
Scaffold ereted in one of the Outvvard 
Courts of the Emperor's Palace, and a 
kind of Amphi - theatre built round it for 
the Spectators. The Emperor's Guards 

| vvere 
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vvere drawn up in Battalia, and every 
Thing being ready for this tragical Scene, 
Nevvs vvas brought that the Perſon in 
Cuſtody had declar'd to ſome of the Kee- 
pers that she vvas a Woman, and that 
Narzanes vvas gone off the Day before. 
The General being inform'd of this , fell 
into Such a Rage that nothing could pa- 
cify him; and ſo exceſſive vvas it, that 
he vvould have had the Young Woman 
executed in Narzoner's Stead, had not all 
the Ladies at Court interceeded for her. 
Every one, himſelf excepted, vvas over- 
Joy'd at this lucky Diſappointement. 


Elphamira vvas exceedingly pleas'd to 


find her Project Succeſsful, and as she had 
ſav'd the Life of a Man , Nn she was 
perſuaded deſerv'd it; She did not value 
vvhat Conſtructions the ill natur'd Part of 
the World might put upon her conduct. 
Her Father vvas the only Perſon vvhoſe 
Diſpleaſure she draded. Bus as he knevv 


his Daughter's Virtue, and Narzanes Me- 


rit; he vvas fully ſatisfy'd that She had 
been prompted to act this Part meerly out 


of Compaſſion to a Stranger, vvho had 


been doonvd a Sacrifice to the chief Ge- 
neral's Inhumanity. 


But 
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But novy the Perſon vvhom Elphamira 
had order'd to attend Narzanes, till he had 


got Sofe out of the Emperor's Territories, 
return'd vvith the following Letter. 


NARZANES TO ELPHAMIRA. 
| After ſo fingular an Tnflance of Tour Ge- 


neroſity , nothing more is wanting to com- 
plete my Felicity but the Preſence of the ex- 
cellent ELPHAMIRA To Jou, Ma- 
dam, I am indebted for a Life, which I Shall 
ever aevote to Tour Service; and tho' ſo 
ſmall a Tribute be infinitely inferior to the 
Obligation you have confer'd on me ; yet as 
you alone have a Right to diſpoſe of it, I ho- 
pe you will not disdain the grateful, tho? 
mean Offering. My future Happineſs de- 
pends wholly on the performance of your 
Promiſe to me when I left you. And as no 
Pleaſure can be equal to that of enjoying the 
Company of my inchanting Elphamira , 1 Shall 
. wait ſer Arrival here with the utmoſt Int 
_ patience. 
When this Letter vvas deliver'd to E/ 
phamira', she expreſs'd the utmoſt Satis- 
faction, finding that Narzanes vvas out of 
Danger, and could novy provide for his 
OVVNI 
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ovyn Safety. The Meſſenger vyho brought 
it, inform'd her that Euryphax had taken 
the ſame Road; and vvas ſeen at Mom— 
baza diſguiſed in a Sailor's Habit, from 
vvhence he had ſet out for the Court of 
Per{1a. 


The Reader is to be inform'd, that 
vvhen Elphamira promis d to follovy Nar- 


Zane, she had done it meerly becauſe. 


She knevv it vvould be the moſt povver— 


ful Argument she could ule, to perſuade 


him to make his Eſcape. For at that Ti- 


me he ſeem'd to almoſt diſregard Life, and 
vvas very unvvilling to take any Steps to- 
vvards ſaving it. The Letter vvhich she 
vvrote to him, vvill diſcover very evi- 


dently the generous Intentions of this in- 


comparable Lady; vvho vvas induc'd to 
ſerve him from no other Motive but that 
of a ſincere and moſt generous Friends- 
hip. *Tvvas as follovvs. 


ELPHAMIRA To NARZANES. 


It was no ſmall Pleaſure to me, to receive 
with Tour Letter the wellcome News of your 
being out of the Reach of your mercileſs Profe- 
cutors. The Diſirefi Jou were in under your 

Con- 
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Confnement, gave me a real Concern ; and 
mi Thoughts were wholly employ'd how to 
avert the Danger which threatned Tor. I ob- 


ſerv d your Deſpair ; and being no Stranger 


to the Cauſe of it, I contriv'd a Project, which 
thank Heavens, has met with ſucceſs But 


NAR ZANES, forgive me, if I tell ou, 
that when J made you the Promiſe, to which: 


you now lay Claim, I did it pu ely to deceive 


You, For my chief and only Intent ai that 


Time, was, to ſave a Life which you ſeen'd 


not to value, tho dear to your Friends; and 


I could not think on a more powerful Exp: 
dient to urge your Departure , than to aſſure 
you that 7 would follow you. Now my Mi- 
Hie are completed; and there fore , it would br 

a intl. 5 Aitempt in you, to entertain ine with 
a Paſjion, witch, oh ! I cannot return. Tet 


/ you are inclind to correſpond with me as U 
Friend, not a Lover, Tour Letters will al- 


ways be acceptable. The Poſſeſton of what 
we fondly admire, may foon or late prove in- 
different 5 but the Endearments of Friendship 
are ſoli and laſting. Confader this NA R- 


AML and hafſle to the Court of PE R- 
IA. where Fortune only waits your Return, 
to crown your Days with Profperit y and 
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This Letter, vve may ſuppoſe, vvas 
far from being agreable to Narzoner, vvho 
had been vvaiting vvith Impatience for 
Elpliamiras Arrival. During his Stay at 
Mombaza he vvrote ſeveral Letters to her, 
in vvhich, he in the molt tender Words, 
inſiſted on her Promiſe; and ſaid all that 
Love and Honour could ſuggeſt to per- 
ſuade her into a Complyance 3 but no- 
thing could prevail on this generous Lady, 
vvho in her Anſvvers alvvays referr'd him 
to the Contents of her firſt Letter; vvhich, 
at laſt, quite damp d all his Hopes, tho 
not vvithout many grievous Conflicts be- 
ryvixt Reaſon and the violent Impullcs of 
his Paſſion. 


Things vvere in this State, vvhen he re- 
ceiv'd an Expreſs from his Father, to vvhom 
Euryphax , vvho vvas then arriv'd at the 


Court of Perſia, had related the vvhole Mis- 


fortune of his Son; vvith the melancholy 
Circumſtance of his being condemn'd to 


die, vvhich he affirm'd vvas inevitable. In 


his Father's Packet vvere ſeveral Letters 


from the King of Perſia directed to the 


Emperor of Abysſinia , and the principal 
Members ot his Council, vvhich now 
D's being 
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being of no manner of Service to Norza- 
nes , che took little Notico of them , but 
vvhen he came to peruſe his Father's Let- 
ter to him, vvhich vvas drawn up in the 
molt pathetic Terms, it gave a ſtrange 
Turn to the paſſionate Sentiments, he, 
till then, had ſo rashly indulg'd in favour 
of Elphamira. He tax'd himſelf vvith the 


higheit Ingratitude towards a Parent, who, 


from his Infancy , had given him the 
molt convincing Proofs of his Paternal 


Affection and Tenderneſs ; and particu- 
larly on this occaſion, when he acquain- 


ted him in his Letter, that the Nevvs of 


his Diſtreſs had like to have kill'd him; 
and that if Fate had decrced his untimely 
End, it vvould be inpoſſible for him to 


ſurvive his Loſs. Theſe and many other 


Expreſſions of the like Nature, having 
affected Narzanes in a molt ſenſible Man- 
ner, he relolv'd to ſet out vvith the ut- 
molt Deligence for the Court of Perſia - 

But before be did this, he thought propre 
to communicate his Delign to Elphanira, 
vvho being inform'd of his Reſolution 
approv'd it very much, as being the only 
thing she aim'd at; and vvas exceedingly 


pleaſed, to find, that among other Mo- 
tives 
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tives vvhich had induc'd him to take this 


S:cp, her good Advice had made ſome Im- 
piciiion on his Mind. 


Whilſt Theſe Things paſt , Furyphaxy 
vvho began to envy Narzanes , could no 
reflect on the Misfortune he vvas under, 
vvithout feeling a ſecret Pleaſure, tho' he 
himſelf had been the chief Occaſion of it. 
He vvas no Stranger to his perſonal Merit; 
and knovving likewiſe the great Intereſt 

e had at Court, he propos'd no ſmall 
Advantage to himſelf by his Death; he 
being the only Young Nobleman that 
could ſtand in Competition vvith him for 
Power and Superiority, As he vvas fully 
imfornrd at Mombaza, that Narzanes had 
been {entenc'd to die, he look'd upon his 
Death as certain, and took the utmoſt 
Pains to perſuade the vvhole Court of Per- 
fa, that far from believing there vvas any 
Poitibility of ſaving his Lite, he vvas ſure 
the Emperor's Decree muſt by that Time, 
have heen put in Execution. He had 
even prepoliei9d Narzaness Father vvith 
ſo ſtrong a Notion of his Son's fatal End, 
that he fell ill upon it, and continu'd fo 
vvithout any Hopes of his Recovery. 


D 3 --- Such 
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Such vvas the melancholy News Nar- 
zants receiv'd by a ſecond Expreſs, vvith 
vvhom he immediately ſet out for Perſia, 
and in a few Days arriv'd at Court, to 
the great Joy and ſurprize of all his Ac- 
quaintance , Euryphax excepted, vvhole 
Aſtonishment & Perplexity on this Occa- 
ſion vvere inexpreſſible. The Father of 


 Narzanes, as has been obſerv'd vvas nov 


extremely ill, and icarcely able to ſpeak. 
Hovvever at the light of his Son, vvhom 
he never expected to ſee again , his fain- 
ting Spirits began to revive, and he felt 
a Pleaſure vvithin him, vvhich, in the 
vveak Condition he then vvas in he could 
not vvell expreſs : But reaching out his 
hand, he utter'd theſe Words in a faint 
and expiring Tone of Voice. „Lou are 
„come too late Narzenes ; and your Pre- 
„ſence, vvhich I have ſo long, fo car- 


„mneſtly vvish'd for, has not alas! now the. 


„Power to reitore me to a Life, vvhich 


„the New's of your fad Fate has brought 


„to its Period. Yet J die vvith Comfort, 
„Since you have found an Aſylum; and as 


„ have not many Hours to live, I conjure 


„Lou to conlider my dying Words vvith 
„the deepeſt Attention. Above all Things, 


„have 
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have a ſtrict Regard to Religion. Love 
„and honour your Prince, vvho is a Father 
„to his People; and remember vvhat you 
owe to Your Country, vvhicht ought ever 
to be dear to Lou: Sacrifice Your Life 
„and Fortune to both in caſe it be neceſ- 
„ſary; and never ſufter Adverſity to de- 
preſs your Courage; let all your Actions 
„be the Reſult of Judgment. , MNarzanes 
vvas ſo oppreſs'd vvith Grief to fee a fond 
Parent in this Extrenuty, that he vvas not 
able to open his Lips, vvhich his Facher 
perceiving, he continu'd as follows. „Dont 
afflict yourſelf, deareſt Son, ſince it is a 
„Tribute vve mult all, one Day or other, 
pay to Nature. Jam going to leave 
you for a Time; but if any Thing re- 
„lating to this World can give me Plea- 


„ſure, after I am remov'd from it, 'twill 


„be to know that you ſpend Your Days 
yin the Practice of Virtue an Honour, 
„vvithout vyhich no Man can be ſaid to 
ybe truly great., He had no Sooner 
utter'd theſe Words, but his Speech fail'd 
him; vvhen prefling his Son to his Bo- 
{om, he expir'd in his Arms. 


The News of this great Man's Death 


vyas received vvith univerſal Concern 
D 4 trough- 
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troughout all Perſia; but the King vvas 
particularly affected at the Loſs of a Mi- 
niſter, of vvhoſe Merit and Abilities he 
vvas ſo Senlible , that he had always re- 
pos d an intire Confidence in him. TWas 
thought at Firſt that Euryphax's Father, 
vvho at that Time vvas the next great 
Man in the Empire, vvould have been 
made principal Miniſter ; And Narzanes 
himſelf vvas of the ſame Opinion, vvhen 
a few Days after the Aing ſent to ac- 
quaint him, that he could not give a 
ſtronger Proof of the hight Eſteem he 
ever had for his deceas'd Father, than 
by calling him to all his Employments. 
Narzanes , vvho vvas novv left indepen- 
dent, vvith a conſiderable fortune; and 
vvas far from entertaining ſo high an Idea 
of his ovvn Capacity, as to think himleit 
qualified for the great Truſt vvhich his 
Maſter intended to honour him vvith, 
vvould fain have declin'd the Offer; but 
the Emperor inliſted on his Compliance, 
and orderd him immediately to take the 
Adminiſtration of Affairs into his ovvn 
Hands. 

This young Nobleman being inveſted 
vvith ail the Poyver and Authority; vyhich 


his 
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his Father had before poſſeſt ſoon con- 
vinc'd his Sovereign, that he vvas not un- 
vvorthy of the Dignity to vyhich he had 
rais'd him. He nov began to shine in 
a Court, vvhich had been prejudic'd 
againit him by a falſe Notion , they had 
imbib'd of his being a very proud and 
indolent Man; and he had not been long 
at the Helm, before he aquir'd the Love 


and Eſteem of all. He vvas liberal and 
compaſſionate; ever ready to redreſs the 
_ Grievances of the oppreſt, and reheve 


ſuch as appeal'd to him for juſtice. In a 
Word, his Virtues, like the Sun, diftus'd 


their Benevolences univerſally , and could 
{carce be parallel'd in the vviſeſt and moſt 


experienc'd MHiniflers, He trod directly in 


his Father's Steps, vvith Regard to the 
Government of home Attairs „but vvhat 


vvill appear vvonderful at his Years, is 
that he vvas already fo vvell skilld in all 
foreign Negotiations, that vvhen any At- 
fairs of Moment yvas debated in the En- 
peror's Council, concerning either neigh- 


bouring Princes or foreign Nations , he 


vvas chiefly conſulted ʒ and his Opinion 
vvas generally approv'd, and uſually atten- 


ted vvith Succeſs. 
D 5 80 
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So peculiar a Talent join'd to his ex- 
cellent Qualities had entitled him to the 
Favour and Confidence of his Prince ; 
vvho daily retriev'd in the Son, vvhat he 
ſuffer d by the Death of the Father; and 
by this Time, Narzanes had ingratiated 
himſelf ſo much into his Favour, that he 
reſolv'd to recommend a Wife to him, 
vvhole Virtue and Riches vvou'd heigh- 


ten conſiderably his Grandeur. The 


young Lady , vvhom the Aing deſign'd 


him, and vvho indeed vvas endovv'd vvith 


many Perfections, beſides a very plentiful 
Fortune, vvas the ſame beautcous Alma- 
Saida, vvit vvhom as vvas before ob- 
{erv'd Euryplax vvas diltractedly in Love, 
vvhich had been the Occaſion of his being 
Sent on his Travels. 

This Match being propos'd by tlie 
Emperor himſelf to Nerzanes, as a thing 
agreeable to him, *tvvas reaſonable to 


preſume the Miniſter vvould have agreed 


readily to fo advantageous an Alliance. 
But vvhether it vvere that he had no In- 
clination to a vvedded Life, or that he 
ſtill harbour'd ſome ſecret Hopes of being 
one Day united to Elphamira, vvith vvhom 


| he {till carry'd on a Correſpondence ; 


vyhat. 
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vyhatever I ſay, might be his Thoughts 
on this Subject, he feem'd to decline the 
Propoſal, and deſir'd his Maſter to allovv 
him ſome Time to conſider of it. The 
Hinperon vvas vvilling to oblige his Favou- 
rite, but being impatient to knovy his In- 
tentions, he vvould not indulge him a 
long Deliberation; and therefore ſoon af- 
ter took an Opportunity of asking him 
his Opinion vvith Regard Yo Almazaida, 
and vvhether he did not think she ſurpaſs'd 
all the Court Ladies in Beauty. Wargames 
perceiv'd plainly by the manner in vvhich 
the Emperor exprels'd himſelf, that he re- 
cuir'd a poſitive Anſvver to his firſt Pro- 
poſal; and therefore, tho' he vvas not 
in Love vvith this charming Woman, in 
vrhoſe Eyes he already appear'd ami- 
able; Yet vvaen he conſider'd the num- 
berleſs Obligations he ovv'd his Maſter, 
 vvho could have no other Vievv in this, 


but the promoting his Miniſter's Intereſt, 


he vvas determin'd, (after fome ſtruggles 
to think of forgetting the generous ha- 
) to marry her, in order to convince 
his Sovereign, that he approv'd of the 
Choice he vvas pleas'd to make for him, 

and 
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and that in all Things he vvas ready to 
ſubmit to his Will and Pleaſure. 

Accordingly the Nuptials vvere ſo- 
lemniz d ſome Days after, vvith the ut- 
molt Splendor, to the intire Satisfaction 
of all except Euryphax. The Proſperity 
of his Rival ſtung him vvith Envy 3 And 
the Thoughts of loſing the Object of his 
Paſſion plung d vim almoſt into Deſpair. 
Tis very probable, that had he then been 
able to contend vvith Narzanes, he pot 
ſibly vyould have shevvn his Reſentments: 
But not being equal to him in any De- 
gree, he thought fit to have Recourſe to 
Ditlimulation, till ſuch Time as he might 
find an Opportunity of revenging him- 
ſeit , vvhich he thought vvould be a Work 
of fore Years. . 

But in the mean Time, as his Malice 
to Narzanes increas'd continually upon 
other Accounts, he propoled a ſecret Plea- 
ſure to himſelf, in privately contriving ſo- 
me Method by vvluch he might diſturb 
his invvard Peace, ſince it vvas not in his 
Power to hurt his Perſon 3; and in order 
to ſacceed in his black Artifice, he thought 
that in caſe he could, by ſome Means or 


other, inſtill Notions of Jeatouty't in Alna- 
SGi 
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2aida, it vvould Anſvver his preſent Pur- 
pole. This he effected by the Aſſiſtance 
of a Lady vvho vvas very intimate vvith 
her; and told Abnazaida all that had paſt 
in Abiyeſiniu vvith Regard to Eyylumira, ag- 
gravating the vvhole vvith Circumſtances, 
vyhich he knevy vvould make Aimazaida 
very uneaſy, particularly vvhen she vvas 
aſſur'd that Narzanes (till held a private 
Correſpondence vvith her. His Deſign 
ſucceeded to his Wishes: For in a short 
time this Lady, by her Artful Inſinua- 
tions, prepolſles d the Mind of Almazaida 
vvith ſo many extravagant Notions, that 
She grew unwarrantably jealous of Mar- 
zanes, even to a degree of Madneſs ; ſo 
that all the Endearments vyhich they mu- 
tually enjoy'd in the Beginning of their 
Marriage vvere novv turn'd into ſuſpicious 
Reproaches on her Side. So ſudden a 
Change in A/mazaida gave Nerzaes a Deal 
of Unealineſs, vvho uſed his utmoſt Endea- 
vours to clear himſelf: But vvhat ever he 
could ſay or do, tvvas all in vain; the mo- 
re he labour'd to diſſuade her from her 
Jealouſy the more it rag'd, and Elphami- - 
1a vvas the perpetual Theme of her Diſ- 
courſe. 


Thus 
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Thus vvas Narzanes for ſome Years 
perplex'd in his domeſtic Concerns, vvith- 
out diſcovering the ſecret Spring from 
vvhence all theſe Diſcontents flovv'd; 
vvhilſt on the other Hand, the King made 
it his continual ſtudy how to raiſe him to 
greater Honours , vvhich indeed it vvas 
ſcarce poſlible for him to do: For by this 
Time he vvas ſo highly in the Favour and 
Eſteem of his Prince, and his Power ſo un- 
limited, that he gouvern'd under the Mo- 
narch, the vvhole Kingdom vvithout a 
Competitor. But of vyhat Avail is all the 
Pomp and Glitter of Fortune to a troubÞ'd 
Breaſt! Tie Love and Jealouſy of his Wife 
vvere novv become a Torment to him 
for to” her Jealouſy, like a raging Diſtem- 
per, vvas grovvn to ſuch a Head as not to 
be immediately cur'd, yet it did not leſſen 
her Love, vvhich alſo vvas of a moſt extra- 
vagant Caſt. So that vvhat vvith theſe jar- 
ring Paſſions of Ahnazaida, and the intri- 
cate Affairs of State, he vvas then imploy d 
in, he had enough to do, to behave to- 
vvards every one vvith that Evenneſs of 


Temper, vvhich uſually gave a Grace to 
his vvhole Conduct. 


He 


2 
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He had tvvo Children by Almazaida, a 
Son and a Daughter, of vvhoſe Education 
She took an uncommon Care, in order to 
recommend herſelf the more to his Affe- 
ion; and in all Probability, they vvould 
have been crovvn'd vvith Felicity, had not 


 Euryphax, by lo barbarous a Contrivance, 


Sow'd thele ſeeds of Diſcord in his Family. 


 Hovvever, Marganes being a Man of great 


Il isdom and Diſcretion he conceal'd Ahna- 
20ida's Weakneſs from the Knovvledge of 
the World; and as he vvas naturally com- 


plaiſant, he bore her various Caprices vvith 
all the good Humour imaginable. 


About this Time, the Treaſurer Gene- 


ral of Perſia, Father to Euryphax vvas ſeiz d 


vvith an Illneſs, of vvhich e shortly died; 
and as this vvas a Place of great Truſt, 
there vvere many Competitors for it: But 


the Emperor , vvho vvas a judicious Prince, 
vvould not diſpoſe of that Employment, 
till he had firſt conſider'd, vvho vvas the 
Hitteſt Perſon to fill it. Amongſt others, 


Euryphax, vvho vvas of a Vain and ambi- 
tious Character, being of Opinion, that 
the Emperor could not refuſe him his Fa- 
thers Employment, vvithout doing him 
the greateſt injuſtice, made a Vigorous 

Appli- 
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Application to him for the Grant of it : 
But ſetting aſide his Years, vvhich vvere 
then under Thirty, he had no Abilities, 
vyhich might intitle him to a Place of this 


Truſt 3 for vvhich Reafon the Emperor 


gave —— a flat Denial. This Monarch, 
vvho vvas vell skill'd in the Knovvledge of 
Men, had for ſome Days caſt. his Eyes round 
the Court, in order to make choice of an 
able Treaſurer; but could think of no Bo- 
dy ſo deſerving of it as Narzanes, and ac- 
cordingly he declar'd his Intention to him, 


This generous Miniſter being ſufficiently. 


ſatished vvith the Favours vvhich his So- 
vereign had indulg'd him, and not vvilling 
to engrols all his Bounties to himſelf, he 
therefore made a proper Apology for his 
Refulal of the great Honour he intended 
him; and earneſtly deſir'd him to confer 
it on Euryphax, vvho he faid, had no Pre- 
ferment , and vvas then ſuing for ſome: 
But the Emperor vvould not be prevaibd 
on by any Means, ſo that Narzanes vvas 
forc'd , tho” vvith the utmoſt Reluctancy 
to acquieſce vvith his Will and Pleaſure. 
Euryphax, vvho vvas of a turbulent and 
fiery Spirit, Seeing all his Expectations 


thus fruſtrated , immediately revolv'd a 
thou- 
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thouſand vile Projects in his Mind, in 
Prejudice to Narzanes , all vvhich he on- 
ly vvaited for an Opportunity of putting 
in Execution. He now ſaw his Rival 
in Poſſeſſion of the only tvvo Things, 
vvhich could have gratify'd his Vanity 
and Ambition, the Lady vvhom he loyd 
vvith the utmoſt Exceſs, and his Fa- 
ther's Poſt, and notvvithſtanding the 
Pains this Miniſter had taken, to make 
him ſenſible that he had us d his utmoſt 
Intereſt vvith his Sovereign, in his behalf; 


and that he vvould not have accepted 


of this laſt Employment, had not the Eu- 
peror laid his ablolute' Commands upon 
him for that Purpoſe; Yet Euryphax was 
Unvvilling to believe that he had the 
leaſt Obligation to Narzanes but rather 
look'd upon him as his moſt inveterate 
enemy, an Opinion he had no other 
Grounds for, but his own vvicked Imagi- 


nation. However he had Policy enough 
to conceal his ſecret Diſſatisfaction, leſt 


the other should guard himſelf againſt his 
pernicious Deſigns. 

 Narzanes being now poſſeſsd of the 
two firſt Poſts in the Empire for Power 


and Intereſt , had the vyhole Affairs of 
E the 
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the Perſiun Nation committed to his Ma- 


nagement; and indeed it may be ſaid, 


that he vvas as upright in the Admini- 
ſtration of the one, as he had been ſuc- 
ceſsful in the other: For he had not been 
High Treaſurer many Months before he in- 
creas'd the Revenues conſiderably , and 
highly diſtinguis'h himſelf by the vviſe 
Choice he made of his Subalterns. In 
a Word, No, Miniſter before him had- 
ever made ſo great a Figure in the Perſian 
Empire, and his Maſter eſteem'd himſelf 
happy in ſuch a Subject. 


Such vvas the Poſture of Affairs in that 


Empire, vvhen a neighbouring Prince, 
vvho vvas very Powerful, declard War 


againſt the Emperor of Perſia, and had 


already March'd his Forces into the Em- 
peror's Dominions, before any conſide- 
rable Preparations could inſtantly be made 


for ſo ſudden an Irruption. However by 
the Diligence and Activity of Narzazes, | 
a potent and flourishing Army ſoon en- 


ter d the Field, in Order to oppoſe the 


Deſigns of the Enemy. The Beginning 
of this War prov'd fortunate, and the 
Perſiau Arms, vvere : for ſome Years, Vi- 


ctori- 
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ctorious; till at laſt, Several other Prin- 


ces having enter'd into an offenſive Al- 
liance, they poured in upon the Perſian 
Territories hke a Torrent ; and had like 


to have caus'd a general Deſtruction 


throughout the vvhole Kingdom. This un- 
happy Turn began to create mighty Di- 
viſions in Perſia; and many ſeditious and 
disaffected Perſons made this a Handle to 
fly in the Face of the Miniſtry. Eury- 
plum had not as yet unmask'd himſelt, but 


vvas plotting underhand againſt Narzanes ; 


and fancied he had novvy met vvith a fair 
Opportunity of vvorking his Ruin. The 
two chief Men vvith vvhom he inter'd 
into a Cabal vvere Alharzaman who had 
formerly held a Place under his Father in 
the Treaſury; and Salem then Governor 
of Sigiſtan, both of the Perſian Monarchs 
Privy Council. Theſe three Men could 


not behold the riling greatneſs of Wur- 


zanes vvithout Envy. They vvere equally 

proud, hot-Headed and ambitious ; and 
ready for any deſperate Attempt, in vvhich 
they might ſecure themlelyes, and promo- 


te the Downfal of others. 


Euryphax now enjoy'd a very plen- 
tiful Fortune left him by his Father, 
E 2 vvhich 


68 8 )o( &$ 
vvhich plac'd him above Dependence; 
but - his extravagant Way of living , and 
the large sums of Money he employ'd 
in keeping up the Spirit of a factious 
Party, ſoon convinc'd him that his Eſta- 
te vvas not ſufficient to ſupport his Ex- 
pences; and that nothing leſs than the 
Adminiſtration of the Treaſury, could 
gratity his Ambition, and give ſucceſs 
to his Deligns. This vvas the only Ob- 
ject he aim'd at; and therefore reſolv'd 
by ſome ſtratagem or other, to bring 
his vile project to bear. His tvvo other 
Aſſociates, vvho vvere Men of the Sa- 
me vvicked Principles; and had alſo 
their ovvn private Views; did not in 
the leaſt doubt, but he being made 
High - Treaſurer , they of Courſe vvould 
be promoted to the Dignity of Secreta- 
ries of State; and thus they all three 
in Concert conſpir'd the Ruin of Narza- 
nes, and had, as is the Cuſtom of all 
ſuch vvild Projector, diſpos'd before Hand 
of his ſeveral Employments to themſel- 
ves , as tho” their Deſign could not poſ- 
ſibly meet vvith Diſappointment. : 

But during this Interval , a remar- 


kable Incident happen'd vvhich , for ſo- 


me 


R r 5 . 8 — oe N 


. 


: D = q 2 . eg „ 2 > GEL * PET. m PRES nahen 1 95 — 7 
* k I, F 1 bY E ey C 2 WA . IL XL 2 Y 3 P qd v . i en tice, of] by Y yo 8 8 a * 5 1 
DC ED T— %˙—mm ... ]«ↄ . Pa Es At. ak U 8 
IFT ͤ ùU[]inn Bot TE ELIOT - ts „ ET, 4 BE Bo UN PF 1 SIT pu 44 e 4: v3 n 3 es HnT 2 N 
a 2 1 - A 4 jd” J 4 N 4 7 #7 25822 k rs — jo 3 ag. ! a 1 - - gs * r I ow 2 un N — 2 2 


23 0 (885 69 


me Time put a ſtop to the Proceedings 
of theſe factious Men. As the good or 
Ill Succeſs of Affairs in a Nation, is ge- 
nerally imputed to the Conduct of a 
Miniſtry ; ſo long as Government is pros- 
perous and flourishing, the Miniſter, 
vvho preſides, is applauded, and almoſt 
vvorshipp'd, vvhether the Happineſs they 
enjoy be ovving to his Management or 
not. On the other Side, If Affairs pro- 
ve unſucceſsful, the ſame great Man, 
vvho , but a moment before vvas the 
Idol of the People, is novv aſperſed, vi- 
lined, and condemn'd right or vvrong, 
and not the leaſt Regard had to his paſt 
Services. This vvas almoſt Narzaners 
Caſe, vvho upon every little Turn of 
Fortune vvas exclaim'd againſt, and In- 
ſulted by an ignorant Multitude; vvhilſt 
his Sovereign vvho vvas throughly ſen- 
ſible of the Integrity and Ability of his 
Iinifter , never laid any of thoſe Rever- 
ſes to his Charge, but approv'd all his 


Meaſures , vvhich vvere vvell concerted, 


and encourag'd him ſo far in the Exe- 


cution of them, as to be an{yverable him- 
ſelf for the Events. 


E z Ho- 
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| 
| However the Perſian Affairs vvere 
| novv at a very lovy Ebb, vvhen, in the 
* Beginning of the Year , the confederate 
| Princes, vvith their innumerable Forces, 
[| had over run a conſiderable Part of the 
Country; and propoſed, in a Campaign 
or tvvo, to ſubdue the vvhole Empire. 
On the other Hand, Narzanes, vvho _ 
vvas inform'd of their Deſigns took ca- 
re to re- inforce the Perſian Army vvith 
the choiceſt Troops of the Nation, vvhich 
he had called from the remote Provin- 
ces, vvhere he apprehended no Dan- 
ger from any Incurſion of the Ennemy. 
Thus prepar'd on both Sides, they en- 
ter'd the Field; and the firſt Battle that 
vvas fought, decided the Fate of Per- 
fa; for after a bloody Engagement, 
vvhich began at Day break, and laſted 
till the ſitting of the Sun, the Perſian 
Army gain'd a complete Victory over 
the united Princes, vvhoſe ſcatter'd For- 
ces vvere purſu'd vvith ſo much Vigour, 
that they vvere oblig'd to quit the Per- 
fan Dominions. [ 
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This Joyful News being brought by 
an Expreſs to Court, vvhere they vvere 
very 
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very dubious of the Event , gave a new 
Turn to Narzanesrs Affairs, as vvell as 
to thoſe of the Emperor. For the ſuc- 
ceſs of this great Victory vvas imme- 
diately aſcrib'd to the wiſe and prudent 
Mealures of his Minifler. And thoſe Per- 
ſons vvho vvere labouring ſecretly at his 
Ruin vvere now Struck vvith Confuſion 
to ſee and hear him univerſally applau- 
ded, Yet the more the World extolld 
his Wisdom and Merit, the sharper Edge 
it gave their Malice and Hatred, and tho' 


they did not dare to shoot their Venom 


at him openly ; Yet thele reſtleſs Conſpi- 
rators villainously imploy'd their dark 
Emiſſaries co blacken and defame his 


Character. 


Nevertheleſs, this vviſe Statsfman ſtood 
his Ground vvith uncommon Reſolution , 
and puriued all his Meaſures vvith unpa- 
rallel'd Courage. He had now acquired 
a large Experience, and vvas no Stranger 
to the Intrigues of a Court, tho? he him- 


ſelf abhorr'd the Practice of them, and 


as he vvas not tainted vvith any ungene- 
rous Paſlion , he had a Soul above em- 
ploying baſe Methods to revenge the In- 
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juries of his Ennemies: Accordingly, he 
bore their abuſive Reproaches unmoved; 


and vvas ſo conſcious of his Integrity, 


that he vvould not even ſuffer any one 
to vvrite in his Defence, or make the leaſt 
Reply to the numberleſs ſcandalous Li- 
bels vvhich vvere daily publish'd, from 
dark Corners againſt him; but vvas often 
heard to ſay, that he look'd vvith Pity 
on the vvretch'd Authors of them; and 
only vvish'd they could employ their Pens 
more to their Credit; vvhence vve may 


infer, that a Man vvhole Heart and Hands 


are pure, is above taking Notice of thoſe 


foul Inventions that are hatch'd to his 


Prejudice, and vvhich flovy vvholly from 
a Spirit of Rancour, 


By this time the Perſian Empire vvas 


again reſtor'd to its former Tranquility, 
and every Thing at home ſeem'd to pro- 


mile a laſting Peace; But the Affairs 
abroad vvore a different Aſpect ; for the 
neighbouring Princes, vvho had been de- 
feated the fore going Year , exaſperated 
at their ill Succeſs, and jealous of the 
Perſian Grandeur, vvere reſolv'd to en- 
ter into a ſtronger Alliance, and call in 

other 
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other Powers to their Aſſiſtance. Nor- 
zanes having receiv'd timely Notice of the 


great Reparations they vvere making for 
a ſecond Invaſion , took proper Meaſu- 


res for ſecuring the Empire from their At- 


rempts : And as he had the Army at his 
Devotion , and the Treaſury at Com- 
mand, he could eaſily bring Matters to 
bear at home; but the Difficulty vvas 
hovy to cauſe ſuch Diverſions vvithout 
Doors, as might check the Deligns of the 
Enemy. 


Here he projected an Expedient vvith- 
in himſelf , vyhich, if ſucceſsful, vvould 
redound greatly to the Advantage of his 
King and Country. As he had carry'd on 


a Correſpondence for ſeveral Years vvith 


Elphamira , meerly out of Gratitude and 
Friendship; and that her Father, vvho 
had entertain'd him in ſo courteous and 


ſplendid a Manner, during his Reſidence 


at the Abys/inian Court, vvas novv rais'd 
to the Dignity of Preſident of the En- 
peror's Council, an Employement of gre- 
at Povver and Intereſt ; Norzanes vvas of 
Opinion, that in caſe an Alliance could 
be concluded betvveen the Emperor and 

2 the 
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Al the King his Maſter, it vvould be of im- 
portant ſervice to the Perſian Govern- 


il bk 
Wl ment at this juncture, And for this Pur- 1 
; pole he immediately diſpatch'd a Perſon {| 
| in vvhom he could confide, vvith pro- 
] * 
| I per Inſtructions to Xphamira , vvho vvas | 
"iti to communicate them to her Father, and 


1 by his intereſt endeavour to bring about 
, } | : . . 
| this grand Alliance. 


Elphamira, vvho vvas a Lady of a Su- 
perior Genius, and had a better Notion {| 
of political Negotiations than Women ge- 
nerally have; vvas pleaſed vvith being | 
entruſted vvith the Management of an 
Affair, vvhich might turn to the Advan- 
tage of Narzanes, for vvhom she ever 
entertain'd a ſincere Eſteem. The mo- 
ment she receiv'd his Propoſals, se took | 
the Buſſineſs in Hand; and by her vviſe 
and vvell concert d Meaſures, brought | 
over her Father entirely to the Emperor 
of Per fas Intereſt, 


But a Negociation of this Kind, could | 
not be carry'd on vvithout a 8 : 
able Charge to the Coovvyvn; and as the 


War had already been valtly 'expenſive, 
the 
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the Emperor's Exchequer vvas novy very 
much drain'd; vvhich put Narzanes to 
ſome Difficulty ; hovv to raiſe the ne- 
ceſſary Supplies for the preſent Exigen- 
cies. He vvas unvvilling to lay nevv Ta- 
xes on the People; and yet the Treaſury 
had not ſufficient, at this Time, to pay 


the Army at Home, and furnish him vvith 


{ach sums as he vvas oblige to ſend 
abroad, for the ſupport of this vveighty 
Alliance vvith the Abys/inian Monarch, 
vvhoſe Council vvould not come into the 
Emperor of Perjia's Meaſures vvithout a 


handſome Conlideration , beſides the Main- 


tenance of the auxiliary Forces, vvho 


vvere to be paid at the King's Expence. 


Hovvever, as Nerzanes vvas poſſeſt of im- 


menſe Riches, and preferr'd the Intereſt of 


his Sovereign and the good of his Coun- 
try, to all other Conſiderations; he re- 


ſolv'd upon fo vvorthy an Action, as per- 


haps no Miniſter had ever done before him. 


Here upon, vvithout communicating 
his Deſign to any one, he immediately 


rais'd a large Sum of Money out of his 


own Capital Funds; and having made 


ſuch Remittances to Elphamira as vvere 


agre- 
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agreed upon, her Father undertook to Ma- 
nage the Affair yvith the Members ot the 
Emperor's Council, to vvhom he made ſuch 
Preſents as he thought proper; by vvhich 
means this important Alliance vvas ſoon 
completed, to the entire Satisfaction of 
the Emperor of Perſia, and the whole Na- 
tion in general. 


This Maſter. ſtroke of Policy, vvhich 
had been concerted vvith all imaginable 
ſecrecy, broke the vvhole Meaſures of the 
Confederate Princes, vvhoſe force vvere al- 
ready upon their March. For as the Em- 
pire of Abꝛjcſinis borded almoſt upon their 
Dominions; they vvere apprehenſive, that 
vvhilſt they should be carrying their Arms 


into Perſia, the Abysfmian Monarch, vvith 


a formidable Army, vvould inſtantly fall 
upon their small Kingdoms, and make him- 
ſelf Maſter of them, before ever they could 
be able to make Head againſt him. The- 


fe Conſiderations prevaiFd vvith them to 


lay aſide the Execution of their Deſign; ſo 
that inſtead of attempting any farther Acts 
of Hoſtility againſt the Perſians, they ma- 
de the firſt Propoſals tovvards an Acco- 


modation, vvhich in time brought about 


a moſt 
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a moſt advantageous Peace to the Perſian 
Emperor, 


2 my 
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Narzanes, in the mean Time; could 
not break the ſeditious Spirit of his Ene- 
mies at Home. He vvas perpetually ſer- 
ving his Ling and Country at the Expence 
of his own Fortune, and vvithout any Vievv 
of Reward; vvhilit a ſet of felfich and 
Ambitious Men, vvho vvere prompted by 
no other Views but thoſe of ſelf Intereſt 
vvere contriving his Deſtruction. Eury- 
phax vvas at the Head of this factious 
Party who were now encreas'd to a great 
Number; he having drawn into his per- 
nicious Cabal, ſeveral Members of the 
Kings Council, vvith many other disaftec- 
ted Perſons, vvho vvere all as Deſperate 
as himſelf , and equally ready to promote 
Miſchief. Theſe inſatiable Creatures could 
not be at reſt, unleſs they had the Admi- 
niſtration of Affairs in their ovvn Hands; 
and vvere angry to find that Narzanes 
could ſo hapily govern the ſtate , and 
complete all his Schemes vvithout their 
Aſſiſtance and Participation; and vvhat 
incens'd them ſtill more, vvas to find that 


all their Underhand- Oppolitions, and open 


Pro- 
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Provocations, could not once ruffle his 
ſteady Temper. | 8 
After vvhat has been obſervd with re- 
gard to the Conduct of Narzanes ; vve may 
naturally ſuppoſe that this great Miniſter 
had made no Addition to his Fortune; but 
on the contrary, had very much impair'd it, 
in the ſecret Services of his Sovereign and 
his Country, tho' his Antagoniſts vvere of a 
quite different Opinion: For as he was free 
from all Vanity and Oſtentation he had con- 
ceald the Merit of his Negotiations from 
the Knowledge of the Public; and been 
cautious even of acquainting the Lnperor 
his Maſter, that he had purchas'd the Abys- 
ſinian Alliance vvith his own Money; leſt | 
he should think it vvere Merely out of Self= | 
Intereſt, and vvith a Deſign of obtaining | 
new Favours. This gave a Handle to Mar- 
zaness Enemies to make a ſtrict Enquiry 
into the ſtate of the Treaſury, vvhich, for 
the Reaſons aboye-mention'd had for ſome 
Time been pretty much drain'd, 
| ?Tvvould be need leſs to take Notice 
of all the little, undermining Arts, vvhich | 
vvere novy employ'd by thoſe deſigning | 
Men, in Ordre to blacken the Character of 
the beſt of JZniſrrs, vvhote greateſt Plea- 
| ture 
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{ure vvas to do Good, even to his moſt 
invetrate Enemies; not that He vvas afraid 
of them, or propoſed to recommend him- 
ſelf to their Fayour & Approbation, by ſo- 
me generous Act; but becauſe it vvas a 
fix'd Maxim vvith him, that he ought to 
treat Mankind in general vvith good Na- 
ture & Humanity. Enuryphax him ſelf, as al- 
ſo Salem and Alharzanam, his tvvo principal 
Aſſociates, had experienc'd his Benevolence 
tovvards them, he having on ſeveral Occa- 
lions ſollicited his Prince in their Bebalf, 
vvho had rais'd them to great Preferment 
at Narzanes's Requeſt. But his unparallel'd 
Goodneſs vvas intirely throvun avvay on 
theſe ungrateful Zifurbers of the public 
Perce, vvho could not bear to ſee any one 
in Povver but themſelves. 

Hovvever Pi, vvhich for ſeveral 
Years had labour'd under the Inconvenien- 
cy of a very expenſive War, vvas at laſt re- 
ſtor'd to a flourishing Condition by the 
vviſe and prudent Adminiſtration of this 
Zealous Patriot, vvho aſpired at no higher 
Glory than that of being ſerviceable to his 
Country, and his Aing. But as he had hi- 
therto employ'd his vvhole Time to this 
purpoſe, and had found no Leiſure Hours to 

attend 
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attend his ovvn private Concerns; he be- 


gan to think that a Receſs from public Buſ- 


ſineſs vvas the only Step could ſecure him 


a perfect tranquility during the Remainder 
of his Days. He vvas entirely reconciPd 
to Almazaida's Humour, vvho novv had 
found out her Error, and vvas reclaim'd 
from her former jealouſy; and as she had 
brought him a Son and a Daughter vvho 
vvere grovvn up, and adorn'd vvith all the 


Virtues, vvhich embellish human nature; 
he propos'd to himſelf a real ſatisfaction in 


a retir'd Life, vvhere he might cultivate 
their excellent Inclinations, and govern his 
Family, free from thoſe Dangers and Dith- 
culties vvhich generally attend the Mana- 
gement of State Affairs. | 

In this Diſpoſition of Mind, Narzanes 
took an opportunity of communicating his 
intentions to the Emperor ; vvhom he told 
vvith all imaginable Submiſſion, that the 
only Revvard he deſir'd for his paſs'd La- 
bours, vvas to have Leave to reſign all his 
Employments, and retire into the Country. 
But the Perſian Monarch vvas too vvell ac- 
quainted vvith the great Capacity and shi- 
ning Qualities of his Miniſter, to comply 


vvith his Requeſt; and therefore refuſed 
abſo- 
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abſolutely to indulge it; adding, that he 
wonder'd how he could propoſe to for- 
ſake him, ſince he might be perſuaded 
there was not another Perſon in the 


Realm, in whom he could repoſe ſo much 


Confidence. So gracious a Reply from a 
Sovereign to a Subject would have rais'd the 
Vanity of any other Man: But Narzanes, 
all whoſe Actions were grounded upon 
the moſt juſt principles, receiv d this hand- 
ſome Denial with a more than ordinary, 


Concern ; and could have wisl''d he had 


leſs Share in his Prince's Favour and Aﬀe- 
ction. The Integrity of this great Mini- 


ſter was now ſo well grafted in the Opi- 


nion of his Maſter, that one would have 
thought it almoſt impoſſible to be remov'd 
by any ſtratagem that could be invented; 
but Virtue itſelf tho' guarded by Power is 
never Secure from the baſe Attempts of 
Envy and Detraction. 

For now Narzoness Greatneſs is aſſaul- 
ted on every Side, His vile Oppoſers are 
contriving not only to ruin his Reputation 
and diſpoſſeſs him of his Employments, 
but are even plotting againſt his Life. Eu- 


' Typhax and his Party had brib'd ſome of 


the Subalterns of the Treaſury, which was 
F the 


92 8 )o( EB 

the only Repoſitory of all the Royal and 
National Funds in Perpa; by which Means 
they obtain'd a very imperfect Abſtract of 
the Accounts which had been paſt in that 
Office, from the Beginning of Narzanes 
reſiding in it, to that Time, And after 
having tricly enquir'd into the whole 
Affair, they found a great Deficiency in 
the Revenues, which they immediately 
imputed to the Male - Adminiſtration of the 
Treaſurer 3 and accordingly thought that a 
good Foundation for an Impeachment but 
not of Weight ſufficient to compaſs their 
wicked deſign. Therefore Euryphax, who 
had been very active in diſcovering the 
Correſpondence , which was carried on 
between Narzanes and Z/phamira having in- 
tercepted {ome Letters relating to Remit- 
tances of Money and Political Negotia- 
tions, contriv'd to have others forg'd to 


the Same Purpoſe ; in which it was inti- 


mated that Narzazes had remitted conſi- 
derable Sums into Alisſiuia, and that he 
himſelf intended ſoon to take a Journey | 
thither, in order to diſſolve the Alliance 
which had been made with that Emperor ; 
and enter into Confederacy with other 


Princes, who were now ready to enter the 


_ King- 
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Kingdom of Perſia, Theſe Letters tho 
Anonymous, were ſuppos'd to be writen 
by Narzanes and Elphamira ; and this Sche- 
me was ſo Artfully manag'd, that Eury- 
phax had even impos'd upon moſt of his 
Party, ſo far as to perſuade them that the- 
ſe Letters were genuine; no body being 
let into the Secret, but his Boſom Friends 
Salem and Alharzaman who were chiefly 
concern'd with him in carrying on this 
black Conſpiracy. 


One Circumſtance to be obſery'd he- 
re, is, that the Emperor of Perſia, having 
repos'd an entire Confidence in his Mini- 
ſter, had therefore never requir d him to 
produce the Particulars of ſuch Sums as 
had been expended in carrying on the War, 
in forming Alliances, and other ſecret Ser- 
vices: But relying ſo much on his Integri- 
ty, was throughly ſatisfied with his Ce _ON- 


duct in general. And as to Narz anes, who- 


ſe Actions had already provid him the 
greateſt Man of the Age, both for the 
Practice of all the Moral Virtues, and his 
Povverful Skill in the Arts of Govern- 
ment; it could never be ſurmiz'd that he 
would in any Manner deceive his Prince, 

Þ--3 aud 


$4 69 0 (_ E&8 


and employ the public Funds to his own 
private uſe , ſince he had given ſo many 
Proofs to the contrary. But as he was 
ſenſible that a Miniſter, in all political Trans- 
actions, ought to carry on his Deſigns 
vvith the utmoſt Secrecy; he ſo ſtrictly 
obſerv'd this Maxim, that he ſcarce in- 
truſted any Perſon with his Negotiations; 
but kept private journals written with his 
ovvn Hand, of every Particular, that had 
been tranſacted during his Adminiſtration, 
which made it almoſt impoſſible for my 
one to dive into the State of Affairs with 

out his Knowledge. And certainly a 12 
niſter who acts upon theſe Principles is not 
to be blam'd; nor is his Candor and Ho- 
neſty to be diſputed, becauſe he is trough- 
ly vers'd in Politicks ; ſince that Talent diſ- 
creetly manag'd, is the only Support of a 
Government. But the Conduct of a Mini- 
fer, be his Actions ever ſo good and glo- 
rious , can never pleaſe ambitious Men ; 


who, to gratify their Paſſions are always 


ready to deſtroy the beſt concerted Sche- 
mes, and lay them open to the Enemies 
of their Country. For at this very Jun- 
cture, whillt NVarzanes was taking the beit 
Meaſures e , to ecure an advata- 
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geous and laſting Peace to the Nation, who- 
ſe Welfare he had ſo much at Te Lu- 
ryphax and his Adherents were traiterously 
carrying on a ſecret Correſpondence, with 
foreign Powers. They had repreſented 
the National Affairs to them in a very falſe 

Light; and buoy'd them up with the Ho- 
pes of an Approaching Civil-War in Perſia, 
which was the only Thing the confede- 
rate Princes could wish for, in order to 
form tome nevv Attempt againſt the En- 
And this horrid Contrivance had like 
to have obſtructed all Narzaness Meaſures; 
as it not only caus'd a general Stagnation 
in Trade, but alſo put the Crown to very 
unneceſſary Expences, which might other 
ways have been avoided. 


Such was the infectious Spirit that rag'd 
in Euryphax and his Party, which by their 
falſe inuendos and malicious Inſinuations; 
had already tainted a conliderable Part of 
the Nation , eſpecially the worthleſs Part 
of it; who daily clamour'd not only againſt 
the Miifler but even againſt the 2 mpe= 
ror himſelf, for no other Reaſon, but be- 
cauſe they were not let into the Secrets 


of his Government; as tho' a Prince were 
F 3 not 
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not at Liberty to chuſe his own Miniſter, 
when choſen, were to be accountable for 
his Actions to the prying Multicude 3 and 
oblig'd to gratify their impertinent Curio- 
ſity, by diſcloſing his Maſter' Secrets, which 
in the Opinion of every Man of common 
ſenſe muſt abſolutely tend, not only to 
the immediate Prejudice of a State ; but at 
laſt prove his Deſtruction. And if this 
were the Caſe, what King would ever find 
a Miniſter to aſſiſt him in the Weighty Ca- 
res of Government ? And what Miniſter 
would ever undertake ſo hazardous a Pro- 
jet , Since he muſt perpetually be expo- 
ſed, either to forfeit his Princes Favour 
by diſcloſing his Secret Negotiations , or 
incur the People's Hatred for not revealing 
them? and thus either Way , ſink under a 
Burden too heavy for his Shoulders; and 


right or wrong fall a Sacrifice to the dil- 
affected Party, 


Now after what has been obſerv'd, 
'twould not be natural to ſuppoſe , that 
ſuch a Sett of Men as compos'd Euryphax 
Party, would have the leaſt Regard cither 
to the Wisdom of a Prince in his Choice of 
a faithtul and able Miniſter, or to the In- 
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tegrity and conſpicuous Merit of that Mi- 
niſier, in whom he thought fit to repoſe a 
Confidence : We shall therefore ſee the 
Methods which they employ'd to under- 
mine and deſtroy him. 


Euryphax being Maſter of all the Ad- 
dreſs and Subtility requiſite for the Ring- 
leadiy of a Faction; and having ready Mo- 
ney enough to gratify thoſe whoſe Aſſi- 
ſtance he wanted for the carrying on his 
deſtlructive Deſign , began now to take 


oft the Mask, and declare himſelf Narza- 


nes Ennemy. He had prepar'd Articles 
of Impeachment againſt him , all which 
were grounded upon falſe Inventions of 
his own; and theſe he laid before the Em- 


pirors Council, molt of whom were al- 


ready prejudic'd againſt this great Miniſter, 
meerly by Euryphax Flattery , and Arttul 
Inſinuations, who had ſo far impos'd upon 
their Credulity, as to perſuade them that 
he was guilty of the Crimes he laid to his 
Charge , and that his Doom was inevit- 
able; which, with his ſpecious Promiſes 
that they in Conjunction with himſelf, 


should govern the Nation after Narzaness 


Fall, had wrought ſo ſtrongly upon them, 
T 
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that they blindly acquieſc'd ro what ever 
he propoled. 

The Emperor, who all this Time had 
not been appriz'd of the vile Deſigns which 
were carrying on againſt his Miniſter, had 


Occaſion ta call a Council upon ſome Af- 


fairs of Moment, who met at the Time ap- 
pointed: But before the Emperor could ex- 
plain his Intentions, they began to ex- 


claim heavily againſt his Miniſter, who was 


prelent, and accus'd him with being a Trai- 
tor to his Country and other high Crimes. 
Euryphax, Salem, and Alargaman, had un- 


dertaken to open the Charge; and as they 


were Men of a {ſmooth Tongue, they had 
work'd up their Speeches with fo much 
Art, and in ſo ſpecious a Manner, that no 
Body could have ſuſpected them guilty of 
the leaſt Falschood of Diſguiſe. And in- 
deed the whole Council were almoſt per- 
ſuaded, that their Accuſations were true. 
The Emperor himſelf was ſtartled at firſt to 
hear theſe Men lay open ſuch a Scene of 
Villainy, attended with ſo many plaulible 


Circumſtances: But being a Prince of great 


Prudence and Moderation, he was refolv'd 

not to give his Judgment, till he had 

throughly examin'd the whole Matter. 
Nar- 
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» Narzanes who had been inform'd of 
what was hatching againſt him, and was 
conſcious of his own Innocence heard 
them with a Calm, vvhich no Danger or 
Adverſity was able to ruffle ; and when 
they had done ſpeaking , he ask'd them 
if they had any Thing farther to alledge 
againſt him; but the Council being Silent, 
he made a handſome Speech in which he 
laid open their baſe, and unjuſtifiable Pro- 

ceedings; but ſaid very little in his own 
Defence, hinting only, that as the grea- 
teſt Part of them were concern'd in the 
Accuſation, they were therefore unquali 
fed to be his Judges; and that in his high 
Station, he was accountable for his Actions 
to God and his Soverezgu only: Then tur- 
ning to his Maſter, he told him that he 
was ; ready to anſwer, in private, any Que- 
{tion his Majo would pleaſe to ask him. 
Upon which, there aroſe great Debates in 
the Council, vvho look d upon Narzanes's 


Behaviour as an Act of the higheſt Con- 


tempt 3 & therefore woud at that very 
Initant have nominated Judges to try him 
as a State Criminal; but this Motion being 
over ruled by the Lune o and ſome of his 
Councellors; Euryphax was very hot upon 

F 5 this 
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this Occaſion, and mov'd that Narzques 
might be immediately confin'd under a 
ſtrong Guard, leſt he should attempt to 
make his Eſcape, before they could bring 
him to juſtice; which Motion was ap- 
prov'd by a Majority, and accordingly it 
was reſolv'd that his Perſon should be ſe- 
cur'd till he might be brought to a Trial. 


The Emperor , notwithſtanding all his 
Power and Authority, could not prevent 
the Execution of this Order; and there- 
fore thought it prudent not to oppole the 
Council, till ſuch time as he could find 
an Opportunity to allay this raging Storm; 


but in the mean while he ſent for ſome 
of his principal Officers, and order'd them 


to go forthwith to Narzanzr's Houſe, and 


ſet his Royal Signet on all his Books and 


Papers, which was accordingly done, 


This wife Prince, having taken pro- 
per Meaſures to prevent any Violence from 
being offer'd to the Perſon of his Miniſter, 
to whom he perceiv'd the Party bore a 
moſt inveterate Malice, ſummon'd the 
Council to attend him on a certain Day; 
when upon mature Deliberation, he or- 
der'd Narzaner's Accuſers to produce their 


Arti- 
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Articles of Impeachment, which the En- 
piror himſelf perus'd; and having conſi- 
der'd the whole, he told them that Juſti- 
ce should be done, and that his Miniſter 
should take his Trial in a fair and legal 
Manner; Judges being appointed to that 
Purpoſe. But at the ſame Time, he de- 
clard with a Solemn Oath, that in caſe 
Narzanes thould be clear'd of the Crimes 
they charg'd him with, his Accuſers should 
Undergo the ſame Punishment they inten- 
ded to inflict upon him. The Party was 
highly offended at this ſevere Declara- 
tion: And ſome of them, who were not 


ſo hot as the reſt, and did not expect any 


great Advantage from this Combination, 
degan to repent they had ever been con- 
cern'd in it: but for Furyphax and his 
chief Adherents, as they were deſperate 
Men and Slaves to their Ambition, they 


were reſoly'd to purſue their wicked De- 


lign, what ever might befall them. 


Hence we may ſee the fatal Conſe- 
quences of a ſactious Spirit, which prompts 
| Men to build their Fortune upon the Ruin 
of others. When once they in volve 
themſelves 1 in cruel and unlawtul Practices, 

and 
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and have carried their Malice and Envy to 
ſuch Lengths as to become odious and 
contemptible to all Men of Honour, they 
are deaf to the Voice of Reaſon, and run 
all Hazards to ſucceed in their abominable 
Attempts, without even ſo much as pro- 
viding for their own Safety: A Leſſon to 
all rash and ambitious Competitors , if we 
may give them ſo ſofft a Name. 


In the mean Time, Narzanes bore his 
Confinement with undaunted Steadineſs 
of Mind: So happy it is for a Man to be 
conſcious to himſelf, that he has always 
acted purſuant to the Dictates of Honour 
and Juſtice. He was ſenſible that his Books 
and private Journals when produc'd, 
would clear him of all the falſe Imputa- 
tions which were laid to his Charge; but 
then he at the ſame time knew, that in 
caſe his Secret Negotiations should once 


be expos'd to public View, *twould prove 


very detrimental to the Welfare of the 
Perſian Nation, and prejudice his Sovercig!'s 
Intereſt in Abys/inia; where he himſelf, at 


this very juncture, ſupported the Alliance 


at his own Expenſe, by the Penſions he 
paid annually to Several Members of that 
Monarrs 
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Monarcl”s Council: a Circumſtance he had 
not communicated to the Emperor his Ma- 


ſter; who, had he known it, vvould 


have ſet a juſt Value on this important 
Service. 


Now to show how artful a turbulent 


and factious Perſon may be in the Contri- 


vance of a wicked Stratagem, when ſub- 


ſervient to his Purpoſes; Euryphax had 


hit upon one of the molt hellish Inven- 
tions that could have been imagin'd, an 
Invention which had like to have com- 
pleated Narguncs' Ruin. As he was well 
inform'd of the ſecret Correſpondence he 
carried on with the Abys/inian Court, he did 
not doubt but there were ſeveral Authentick 


Writings and Memorial: among his Papers, 


which might juſtify him upon his Trial: 


But as the Imperial Seal had been put upon 


them, and conſequently they vvere not to 
be view'd, he thought in cafe he could 


find out Means to burn his Houſe down, 


they would be conſum'd in the Flames; 


and here by put it out of his Power to 


clear himſelf. To this End, he brib'd 
ſome of his Creatures, whom he order'd 
to go by Night in Diſguiſe, and ſet fire 

to 
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to the Several Entrances of Naraanes Hou- 
ſe, to prevent the People from getting in 
to give Aſſiſtance, which horrid Project 
was executed with the utmoſt Diſpatch 
and Secrecy: But Providence was ſo fa- 
vourable to Narzanes, that timely Notice 
having been brought to the Emperor, 'he 
ſent a Party of his Guards to the Houle, 
with Orders to ſave the moſt yaluable 
Part of the Furniture; and particularly the 
Books and Papers that were mark'd with 
his Seal, and bring them immediately to 
the Palace, which was accordingly per- 
form'd. 


By this Time, a multitude of People, 
notwithſtanding the Oppoſition of the 
Guards, were enter'd the Houle in order 
to plunder it; and ſome of them having 
laid hold of what ever came firſt in their 
Way , were going oft with their Booty 3 
when among others a Man richly laden 
was Seiz'd, and upon ſtrict Examination, 
finding him to be one of the Incendiaries, 
he was ſecur d and put in Irons.  Eury- 
phax had his Emiſſaries all this while, 
who from time to time gave him an Ac- 
count . how things paſt on this Occaſion, 


and 
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and liearing that one of the Incendiaries 


was taken, it ſtruk him at firſt; but his 
Uneaſineſs was ſoon over, when he re- 


flected, that he had made „as he ima- 
gin'd, a Party ſtrong enough in the Coun- 


cil to complete his execreable Deſign. 


The Day appointed for Narzanes's 
Trial being now at Hand, great Prepara- 
tions were making for it. The Emperor 
had order'd a conſiderable Body of Men 
to be drawn up within the Courts of his 
Palace, to prevent any popular Commo- 
tions; and having Summon'd the Judges 
and Council, he repair'd thither as uſual, 


that the Several Formalities of Juſtice 


might be obſerv'd on this Occaſion. Eu- 
ryphax on his Side, had muſter'd up a 
Crowd of Mifcreants and falſes Witneſſes, 


wio, he flatter'd Himſelf, were ready to 


{wear and fet their Hands to all the De- 
poſitions that should be made againſt Mar- 
zanes, and thus the Trial Began : But the 
Emperor would not ſuffer the Seals to be 


taken from the Papers till he had heard 


what his Accuſers had to Say. Euryphax 
open'd the Charge and was ſeconded by 


Salem and Alharzaman after which Se- 


veral 


— . ——_ _ 


— we 


= — — — — . — — —— 
* 4 
* 


96 $2 ) 0 (88 


veral other Perſons were examin'd, when 
Matters ſeem'd to go ſo very hard againſt 
Narzanes, that the Emperor himſelf 'Scar- 
ce knew what to think; nevertheleſs, when 
he conſider d the Calm and Serenity he 
diſcover d in his Behaviour, at a Time 
when his Life was in Danger, he could 
not be perſuaded that he was guilty. The 
Council in deed, being misled by falſe in- 
formations, and prejudiced againſt this 
great Man, were of a difterent Opinion 
and had already pronounc'd that his Cri- 
me deſerv'd Death. 


But as 7raitors ſeldom prove true to 
their Fellow - Conſpirators, it happen'd that 
thoſe Men being call'd in, who were to 
prove Narzanes and Elphanira's Hand- wri- 
ting to the Letters and Papers which Eu- 
ryphax had produc'd; they would not an- 
{wer to their Examination, till they were 
aſſur'd in the Eperor Name, that provi- 
ded they would declare the Truth of what 
they knew with regard to thoſe Writings, 
in caſe they had been guilty of any Male 


Practices, they should obtain a free Pardon. 
Upon which, as they were asham'd of the 


abominable Act wherein they had been al- 
ready 
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£ ready concern'd, and their Conſcience fly- 
ing in their Faces , they could no longer 


reſolve to be the Inſtruments of shedding 
innocent Blood, But readily confeſs'd that 
all thoſe Letters were forg'd, and that they 
themſelves had drawn them up by the In- 
ſtigation of Zuryphax, at the ſame Time, 
one of the Incendiaries, who had made 


his Eicape after having ſet fire to Narza- 


err 
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net Houte came voluntarily and depoled 
before the Emperor and Council, that three 


other Men in Conjunction with himſelf, 


had receiv'd a certain Sum of Mony from 
Euryphax, upon Condition that they should 
put this deteſtable Villainy in Execution. 

Iheſe unexpected Depolitions gave a 
new Turn, to the whole Affair; upon which 


the Emperour immediately order'd that the 


ſeveral Books and Writings belonging to 


Narzanes should be producd; when the 


Seals being taken off, they were laid open 


to the Peruſal of he Council, who after- 
' wards comparing ſome of . and E.. 


phamira's Letters, with thoſe which Eury- 


| phax had fram'd for his Accuſation, the 


Forgery was manifeſt 3 and upon Exami- 


nation of one of the Books it plainly ap- 


pear'd, that this injur d Miniſter, lo far 
G from 
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from having embezel'd the public Funds, 


had, on the contrary, expended very large 


Sums of his own Money for the Service 


of the Crown, which was then conſider- 
ably indebted to him. So many unde- 
niable Proofs were more then ſufficient 
to convince all Men of Narzaner's Integri- 


ty, and root out every Suſpicion. But 


let us ſee in what Manner his Accn/ers, who 
where now fill'd with Deſpair and Confuſion, 
will extricate themſelves. The Emperor 
inſiſted that all thoſe, who had employ d 
ſo many villainous Engines to ruin his Mi- 


niſter, should be brought to condign Pu- 


nishment; and having declar'd his Royal 


Intentions to the Judges and Concil; *twas 
determin'd that as the Evidence was ſtrong 
enough againſt them for their Conviction, 
they should all be condemn'd to die with- 
out any farther Tryal, and their Eſtates 
confiſcated to the Uſe of Narzanes. 

Here this great Miniſter might have 


triumph'd completely over his Enemies, 
and have fully reveng'd himſelf of all their 


Malice and Treachery : But ſo far from ta- 


king any Advantage of the Power and Au- 


thority to which he was now reſtor'd, he 
imploy'd it in their Favour 3 z and aſed his 


utmoſt 
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* utmoſt Intereſt with the Sovereign, in order 


to obtain their Pardon: However, as Such 
notorious Crimes, when committed with 
Impunity, often prove as dangerous to a 
State in general, as to a Miuiſten in parti- 
cular; the Emperor judg'd that it was con- 
ſiſtend both with Prudence and Juſtice to 
make a public Example of them, and ac- 


cordingly a Day was appointed for their 


Execution. 

In the mean Time we shall ſee an other 
Inſtance of Narzanes's generous Diſpoſition 
in the Perſon of his inveterate Enemy. He 
could not think with unconcern of Eury- 
phax's being put to Death, tho* he had been 
the Author of all theſe Evils; and therefore 
reſolv'd if poſſible to Save his Life. With 
this Deſign he waited on the Emperor, to 
whom he faid, that all the Honours he 
had conferr'd on him were merely of his 
beſtowing 3 that his Majefly was ſenſible 
he had never ſued for any ſingle Employ- 
ment, or ask d any Favour for himſelf; but 


that now he had a requeſt to make him, 
which, if granted, would lay him under 


greater Obligations to his Majeſty, than all 
the Inſtances he had before receiy'd of his 
goodneſs: This Prince, not knowing what 
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his Miniſter had to propoſe, told him, that 
in Return for. the conſiderable Services he 
had done the Crown and Nation, he could 
not well deny him any Thing; upon which 
Narzanes addreſt him in Behalf of Euryphax, 
and uſed the ſtrongeſt Arguments imagi- 
nable to extenuate his Crime, which he im- 
puted wholy to the many Diſapointments 
he had met with, and withal repreſented 
earneſtly to his Sorereign that *twas much 
more glorious to give, than to take away 
Life; and concluded with aſſuring him that 
this was the laſt Favour he would ask of his 
Majefty, either tor himſelf or any other 
Perion. - 


The Emperor was aſtonished at the ge⸗ 


nerous Conduct of his Miniſter, towards an 


Ennemy, who had us'd him ſo barbarously; 
and would have offer d ſome ſubſtantial 


Reaſons for not complying with his Re- 


queſt: But Narzanes pleaded for Euryphax 
in ſuch perſuaſive Terms that he at laſt 
obtain'd Mercy. This incomparable Man 
endeavour'd allo to procure a Pardon for 


Salem and Alharzaman ; but here the Eu- 
- peror was deaf to all his Intreaties; ſo that 


in few days after, they were both executed 
according to their Sentence together with 


ſome 
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ſome other Criminals, who had been con- 


cern'd in this abominable Plot. 

After the good Nature and Gare 
Which Narzanes had extended to Euryphax, 
and the many Steps he had taken to ſave his 
Life and reſtore him to his Fortune; it we- 
re but reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that Gratitude 
alone would have made ſome Impreſſion 
on his ſtubborn Spirit, and have reclaim'd 
him from thoſe vicious Inclinations, which 
had ſo long led him to the Practice of all 
that was baſe and wicked. But when we 
conſider how ſeldom the violent Impulſes 
of Envy and Ambition are ſuppreſt when 
indulg*d by Men, who have no Regard ei- 


ther to Virtue or Honour; we shall not at 
all wonder at the Manner in which the un- 


generous Furyphax acknowledg'd ſo great 
an Obligation. | 


On the very Day that Narzanes had ob- 


tain'd his Pardon, he himſelf went to the 
Place, where he win confin'd, and told him. 


that he was very ſorry any ching happen'd 
that could give him the laſt uneaſineſs; and 
that as he was willing to forget what ever 
was paſt in Relation to himſelf, he hop'd 


to find him in the ſame 8 of Mind. 


That he was now come to acquaint him, 
| G 3 that 
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that upon his Interceſſion, the Enperor had 
granted him his Life; and that tlie only 
Thing he deſir' d in Return was his Friend- 
ship. Euryphax Thunder ſtruck at the Aght 
of Narzanes was for ſome Time ſpeechleſs : 
But recovering from his Surprize, he fix'd 
his Eyes on him, and with a furious Coun- 
tenance told him, that he could not bear 
his Preſence without Horror; that of all 
the Misfortunes, which ever had befallen 
him, none could be ſo afflicting, as the 
being indebted to him for his Lite; that his 
ſoul was ſtung with the bittereſt Remorſe 
and that he preferr'd Death to the greateſt 
Honours the Emperor could beſtow on him. 
Saying theſe Words, he drew out a Dagger, 
which he had conceal'd under his Robe, 
and plung'd it in his own Boſom in the Pre- 
ſence of Narzanes. Thus fell that perfidious 
Man, who, for ſo many Years had been la- 
bouring at the Deſtruction of this Excellent 
Miniſter; and at laſt receiv'd from his own 

Hand the Punishment due to his compli- 
cated Guilt. Vn 

By this Thime Perſians were become 
formidable to their Ennemies abroad; and 
enjoy'd a happy Peace at Home; being 


now deliver'd from a vile Set of Hen, who 
had 
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had they ſucceeded in their wick'd At- 
tempts, would not only have depriv'd their 
Sovereign of one of the beſt Miniſters, but al- 
ſo have undermin'd the whole Conſtitution. 
Such are uſually the dire Effects of Ambition, 
which, when not check'd in Time, com- 
monly prove deſtructive to a Nation. And 
as it is the Duty of a Sovereign to reward 
the good Services of his Subject; ſo on the 
other ſide, twill be thought juſt and pru- 
dent in him to punish thoſe reſtleſs Spirits, 
who by their Evil Practices are perpetually 
endeavouring to blacken his Miniſtru, and 
diſturb the public Tranquility: For altho' 
Clemency in a Prince, adds the greateſt 
Luſtre to his Diadem; Yet when his Mini- 
fers, who act immediately by his Authori- 
ty, are unjuſtly ſtruck at; and the Safety 
of a Nation endanger'd by the pernicious 
Arts of inſatiable-ambitious Men, who pre- 
fer their private Advantage to the Welfare. 
of a Government; then I preſume, a Sove- 
reign, Who is to be conſider'd as the Fa- 
ther of his People, muſt be under a Neceſſi- 
ty of having Recourſe to ſuch Methods, as 


will moſt effectually tend to the Preſerva- 
tion of both, 
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better qualify'd for ſo high a Station, or 
could diſcharge the Duties of it with grea- 
ter Honour Rs Integrityz we may with 
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We Shall here leave Narzanes e ö 
to * higheſt Grandeur, and conclude with 
a Word or two on the diſtinguish'd Chara- 
cer of this Great Man, tho”, after what has 
been ſaid, it ſeems needleſs to expatiate 
upon it: Let as his wonderful Conduct in 
all Affairs, has plainly provd that he was 
not cloath'd i in borrow'd Ornaments 3 but 
poſſeſt within himſelf ſuch conſpicuous Vir- | 

* tues, as made him a moſt accomplish'd Sa- 
te man: We may juſtly aſſert without Flatte- 
ry, that when a Monarch is aſſiſted in his 
Government, by ſo able and upright a Mini- 
ter; it muſt be equally glorious to the 
Crown, and advantageous to the Subject; 

| 

| 


who always feels the happy Influence of his 
Adminiſtration. And as no Man was ever 


———— 


Juſtice conclude, that no Miniſter ever had 
a better Title to the Favour and Eſteem of 
* Sovereign, or more truly deſerv'd the 


Love and univerſal Applauſe of his | 
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